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PRESS RELEASE 

 
NEW PANAMA CANAL: FLOODING OF NEW CANAL ON THE PACIFIC SIDE  

NEW WEBSITE (WWW.PANAMACANAL.SALINI-IMPREGILO.COM) IN THREE LANGUAGES 

DEDICATED TO THE PROJECT AND WORK IN PROGRESS 

June 22, 2015 – The Atlantic and Pacific Oceans are coming closer together thanks to the new Panama 

Canal. Flooding of part of the new set of locks on the Pacific side is being carried shortly after the successful 

operation was conducted on the Atlantic. The project, known as the Third Set of Locks, is rushing towards 

completion next year. The international consortium that is building the canal and led at the operational 

level by Salini Impregilo will begin within two weeks a series of stress tests on the giant lock gates. Built in 

Italy, these sliding gates were installed in the locks at the end of March. The tests, which will focus on the 

opening and closing of the sliding gates, will last for the remainder of the year. 

As the flooding of the Pacific side surges forth, an initial boat tour by Salini Impregilo and other members of 

the consortium in charge of the construction entered part of the canal. Like a hydraulic lift, the locks of the 

canal will raise boats to the level of Gatun Lake, which sits more than 27 metres higher than the level of 

either ocean. Passing through the canal once it is completed next year will be giant, post-Panamax ships 

that are nearly 400 meters long with a capacity of up to 14,000 containers - three times more than the 

ships that use the existing canal. 

Imagines of the boat tour with close views of the gates fitted in their niches can be viewed on a new 

website dedicated to the project (www.panamacanal.salini-impregilo.com) in English, Italian and Spanish. 

This massive project has seen the excavation of 50 million metric cubes of earth, the pouring of five million 

metric cubes of concrete, the use of 290,000 tonnes of iron and the work of more than 10,000 workers. The 

lock gates are – on average – about 35 meters tall, 10 meters wide and 55 meters long. Each weighs more 

than 4,000 tonnes. 
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Salini Impregilo is a global leading player in the construction of major infrastructures, specializing in the Hydro and Dams, where the 
Group is the world’s leader, as well as in the Railways, Metro systems, Roads & Motorways. The Group has been active for more 
than 100 years and today it operates in more than 50 countries, across five continents, with 34,400 employees. At the end of 2014 
its turnover was €4.2 billion with a backlog of €32 billion. Salini Impregilo Group is headquartered in Italy and is listed at the Milan 
Stock Exchange (Borsa Italiana: SAL; Reuters: SALI.MI; Bloomberg: SAL.IM). For more information, please visit our website at 
www.salini-impregilo.com   
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