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PRESS NOTE 

STAVROS NIARCHOS CULTURAL CENTER 

Milan, June 23, 2016 – In the presence of Architect Renzo Piano, Pietro Salini, Chief Executive of Salini 

Impregilo, and Andreas Dracopoulos, co-President of Stavros Niarchos Foundation, the doors to the Stavros 

Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center were opened to the public today. The Center in Athens was built by 

Salini Impregilo as head of a joint-venture with Greek partner Terna and financed by the Stavros Niarchos 

Foundation for €596 million. 

“For us, the Cultural Center represents a dream come true, the chance to build a visionary project by Renzo 

Piano that many had deemed impossible to do, bringing engineering and art together to realize a project 

for current and future generations,” says Salini, visiting the center together with Piano. “It is an occasion to 

celebrate not only the realization of a visionary project, of which we are proud to have been a part, but also 

of the success in urban renewal based on the idea that public works can lead to social and economic 

development.” 

The event marks the beginning of Metamorphosis, a four-day event of meetings, artistic and cultural 

performances and guided tours of the center. More than 70,000 expected visitors are expected to come 

discover the secrets of the Center, a project unique in the world that will house the National Library with its 

two million books and the Greek National Opera. 

Built on the site of an old hippodrome in the neighbourhood of Kallithea near the sea, the Center rises out 

of an artificial slope of a panoramic park 170,000 square metres in size and planted with 1,500 trees and 

200,000 shrubs from all over Europe. But the big innovation of the Center is its capacity to combine art with 

technical excellence. One of the most obvious examples of this combination is the Canopy, a roof of 10,000 

square metres that is suspended over the Center. Thanks to sophisticated technology, it shifts according to 

the wind and the change in temperature. Its surface is completely covered with solar panels, helping make 

the Center energy self-sufficient. 

**** 

Salini Impregilo 
Salini Impregilo is a leading global player in the construction of major complex infrastructures. It specializes in the water sector, 

where it is recognized by the Engineering News-Record as the global leader, as well as railways and metro systems, bridges, roads 

and motorways, large civil and industrial buildings, and airports. The Group has 110 years of experience on five continents, with 

design, engineering and construction operations in 50 countries and more than 35,000 employees from over 80 nationalities. Salini 

Impregilo is a signatory of the United Nations Global Compact and pursues sustainable development objectives to create value for 

all stakeholders. It assists clients in strategic areas including energy and mobility, helping to drive development and well-being for 

current and future generations. Its leadership is reflected by projects such as the expansion of the Panama Canal, the Grand 

Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, the Cityringen metro in Copenhagen, the Red Line North metro in Doha, the Stavros Niarchos cultural 

centre in Athens and the high-speed rail link between Genoa and Milan. In 2015, its revenues (including Lane Construction) totalled 

around €6 billion, with a backlog of over €36 billion. Salini Impregilo Group is headquartered in Italy and is listed on the Milan Stock 

Exchange (Borsa Italiana: SAL; Reuters: SALI.MI; Bloomberg: SAL.IM). For more information, visit our website at www.salini-

impregilo.com and follow us on Twitter @SaliniImpregilo. 
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For additional information: 
 
Head of Corporate Identity & Communication                                                                                 
Luigi Vianello                                           
Tel. +39 06 6776 26 964                                        
Tel. +39 02 444 22 171                                            
email: l.vianello@salini-impregilo.com    
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