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PRESS NOTE 

PIETRO SALINI OPENS WORLD TUNNEL CONGRESS: 

SUSTAINABILITY, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION MAIN DRIVERS IN INFRASTRUCTURE 

Milan, May 6, 2019 – Innovation, technology, sustainability and a focus on youth: these are the key elements 
in the development of the sector of large, complex infrastructure - and tunnelling. “Sustainability will become 
more and more the driver to lead the development of the sector, especially in cities that are pursuing 
sustainable development through big infrastructure as two thirds of the world’s population is set to live in 
urban areas by 2030. Building infrastructure is not only a combination of technical skill and technology, but 
also a craft at the service of the development of humanity to create well-being and employment everywhere. 
And investing in the future means investing in our youth, committing ourselves to offer new opportunities 
to those who want to work in our sector, which has one of the most challenging professions,” said Pietro 
Salini, chief executive of Salini Impregilo and president of the World Tunnel Congress, the sector’s annual 
international event being held in Naples, Italy. 

“Tunnelling has been practiced since the earliest of ages, marking the development of humanity. Whether it 
has been for religious purposes, the supply of water, or the transport of people and merchandise, tunnelling 
has represented probably one of the most challenging branches of engineering. In this day and age, it is 
perhaps one of the most strategic sectors for engineering in light of the demands placed on cities as their 
populations grow and the use of surface space intensifies. This has led to a greater need for underground 
space for the stockpiling of resources, the disposal of waste and, most of all, the development of sustainable 
mobility. The difference with the past is the use of technology: the project manager who uses to supervise 
activity on the work site with traditional instruments will in soon be doing it by means of a dashboard that 
provides real-time data to facilitate the efficient allocation of resources, improve productivity and enhance 
safety during and after construction.”  

This year’s World Tunnel Congress, which will be centred around the theme of “Tunnels and Underground 
Cities: Engineering and Innovation Meet Archaeology, Architecture and Art”, opened today with the speech 
by Salini. It is being attended by more than 150 speakers and 2,000 experts to discuss the latest trends and 
innovations in the sector. 

*** 

Salini Impregilo is one of the major global players in the construction of large, complex civil infrastructure. It is a leader in the water 
sector such as dams and water treatment plants, as well as transport, where it is involved in the biggest sustainable mobility projects 
in rail and metro systems. Its record includes some of the world’s most iconic projects in bridges, roads and motorways, civil and 
industrial buildings, and airports. The Group has 113 years of engineering experience on five continents, with design, engineering and 
construction operations in nearly 50 countries and more than 35,000 employees from more than 100 nationalities. It is a signatory of 
the United Nations Global Compact as it pursues the sustainable development goals of its clients, from clean water and energy to 
sustainable mobility to buildings with a low environmental impact. Its expertise is displayed in projects such as the Grand Paris Express 
metro system, Cityringen in Copenhagen, Sydney Metro Northwest, Red Line North Underground in Doha and Line 3 of the Riyadh 
Metro. Other projects include the expansion of the Panama Canal, the Rogun hydroelectric dam in Tajikistan, the Anacostia River and 
Northeast Boundary tunnels in Washington, D.C. and the Al Khor 2022 World Cup stadium in Qatar. In 2018, new orders totalled €6.0 
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billion, with a total backlog reaching €33.4 billion. Salini Impregilo Group is headquartered in Italy and is listed on the Milan Stock 
Exchange (Borsa Italiana: SAL; Reuters: SALI.MI; Bloomberg: SAL:IM). 

 
 

More information at www.salini-impregilo.com 
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