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PRESS NOTE 

PIETRO SALINI: MAY THE TANGIBLE SPIRIT THAT ALLOWED BUILDING THE GENOA BRIDGE, IN RECORD 
TIME, ALSO BE A SOURCE OF INSPIRATION FOR THE STRAIT OF MESSINA 

Milan, April 26, 2021 - “I would like the tangible, practical spirit of the Genoese, with their simple way of doing 
things, which allowed us to build the Genoa Bridge, in record time, to also accompany us along this Italian 
journey to build other works. The Messina Bridge is a gigantic technological challenge. Measuring 3 kilometres 
in length, it is suspended over the strait, a magical place that connects to the Magna Graecia. It also represents 
the Italian challenge, towards the rest of the world”. With these words, Webuild CEO Pietro Salini, during the 
awarding of the Premio Arte, Scienza e Coscienza 2020 prize, in Genoa, underlined how the Genoa San Giorgio 
Bridge can become a source of inspiration for other strategic Italian works. 
 
"I am very proud to have built this bridge together with the administration, the other companies, the supply 
chain, and the Genoese themselves - continued Salini -. This useful and beautiful work is the fruit of many 
people, who worked on it with great passion. But above all it is an infrastructure that allowed us to make a 
dream come true, during a very difficult time for Italy. We demonstrated that work produces its fruits.  And 
we are therefore very proud of being a part of that 'Genoa Model' which has now become a global paradigm, 
for its capacity of uniting and getting things done. I would also like Genoa to join us, on this new Bridge over 
the Strait experience, to build this titanic work, ideally twinned with Reggio Calabria and Messina. And I would 
like Rina Consulting and Fincantieri to also join us in creating this work, where steel means union. And Renzo 
Piano, to look at the bridge, providing that magical touch that only his pencil can bring", concluded Mr Salini. 
 
The prize was sponsored by the Municipality of Genoa, in collaboration with the Enrico Mattei, Infinity 
Foundation and Planet Life Economy foundations. It is dedicated to the men and women who stood out in the 
fields of human progress, from a scientific, artistic and ethical point of view, celebrating the reconstruction of 
the Genoa-San Giorgio bridge, this year. It was received by Mr Salini, Genoa Mayor Marco Bucci, architect and 
senator Renzo Piano, Fincantieri CEO Giuseppe Bono, and Rina CEO Roberto Carpaneto. 
 
 

*** 
Webuild, the new group born in 2020 from Salini Impregilo, is a leading global player in the construction of large, complex projects 
for sustainable mobility, clean hydro energy, clean water, green buildings, supporting clients in achieving sustainable development 
goals (SDGs). The Group is the expression of 115 years of engineering experience applied in 50 countries on five continents with 70,000 
direct and indirect employees from more than 100 nationalities. Recognised for five years by Engineering News-Record (ENR) as the 
world leader in water infrastructure (such as dams, hydraulic tunnels, water and wastewater management, and water treatment and 
desalination plants), it ranks since 2018 among the top 10 in the environment sector and it is also leader in sustainable mobility 
(especially metro and rail lines, in addition to roads and bridges). A signatory of the United Nations Global Compact, the Group’s 
expertise is displayed in projects such as the M4 metro line in Milan, Grand Paris Express, Cityringen in Copenhagen, Sydney Metro 
Northwest, Red Line North Underground in Doha, Line 3 of the Riyadh Metro and the high-speed railways in Italy. Other projects 
include the new Genoa Bridge and the Gerald Desmond replacement bridge in Long Beach, California, the expansion of the Panama 
Canal, the Snowy 2.0 hydroelectric power station in Australia, the Rogun hydroelectric dam in Tajikistan, the Anacostia River and 
Northeast Boundary tunnels in Washington, D.C. and the Al Bayt 2022 World Cup stadium in Qatar. In 2020, the Group’s total order 
backlog reached €41.7 billion, with 89% of the backlog of construction orders involving projects that support the SDGs set by the 
United Nations. Webuild, subject to direction and coordination by Salini Costruttori SpA, is headquartered in Italy and is listed on the 
Milan Stock Exchange (Borsa Italiana: WBD; Reuters: WBD.MI; Bloomberg: WBD:IM). 
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More information at www.webuildgroup.com  
 

         
 

Contacts: 
Media Relations  
Carmen Cecchini  
Tel. +39 3463019009           
email: c.cecchini@webuildgroup.com  
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