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PRESS NOTE 
 

CHALLENGE4SUD LAUNCH - A CHALLENGE OF IDEAS, INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY, FOR ENGINEERING 
STUDENTS OF SOUTHERN ITALIAN UNIVERSITIES, PROMOTED BY WEBUILD AND PWC 

A NEW INITIATIVE OF THE "WEBUILD NEXT-GEN" PLAN, A PROGRAMME DEDICATED TO YOUNG PEOPLE 
AND THEIR TRAINING AND GROWTH IN THE INFRASTRUCTURE SECTOR  

Milan, March 4, 2022 - Challenge4Sud, an initiative organized by "Stati Generali del Mondo del Lavoro", and 
promoted by Webuild and the Infrastructure Task Force of PwC Italy, is about to be launched. The project aims 
at promoting the most innovative and sustainable ideas, in the context of digital technologies applied to 
infrastructure. And also, to make them available to the growth and competitive challenges that Italy is facing 
now. It is an actual research and technology “challenge” aimed at engineering students, women and men, of 
the Universities of Southern Italy. 

Challenge4Sud will bring innovation and sustainability to the infrastructure sector, leveraging the often-
unexpressed potential of the South of Italy. It aims at creating an important moment of mutual contamination 
between students and the company, under the motto "You Challenge, We Change!" launched by Webuild. It 
is an opportunity for young people from the South of Italy in the business arena, while also stimulating 
collaboration and co-creation. It is also a way to strengthen Webuild’s commitment alongside its current 
project partners in the South of Italy. 

For several years Webuild has been engaged in an important infrastructure investment plan in Southern Italy, 
including the islands, where today it is implementing 15 major projects, involving about 11,000 people, 
including the related industries, and a supply chain of over 2,000 direct suppliers. They are strategic works for 
Italy, the Naples-Bari high-speed railway line, the Palermo-Catania and Messina-Catania railway lines, and the 
Jonica State Road.  

Challenge4Sud will see the active participation of students of the three-year and master's degree courses of 
the engineering universities of Abruzzo, Basilicata, Calabria, Campania, Molise, Puglia, Sardinia, and Sicily.  

To participate, these young men and women must first register for the virtual Bootcamp that will be held on 
March 24th. During the event, Webuild engineers will present themes, timelines and rules of the game. 
Afterwards, and until April 12, students will be able to register for one of the available challenges, including 
Webuild’s, divided into 3 different focuses on the interaction between artificial intelligence, computer vision 
and digital models applied to the construction site of the future. Those registered, divided into working groups 
of 3 participants, will have one month to formulate new proposals which will then be evaluated by a team of 
academics and managers, based on impact, feasibility, creativity and innovation content, and the 
presentation's effectiveness. The winners will be announced during a streaming event that will see the 3 
finalist groups compete against each other.  

For more information on Challenge4Sud, and to register for the Bootcamp held on March 24th, please click 
here. 

 

https://www.webuildgroup.com/en/careers/webuild-for-young-people/challenge-4-sud
https://www.webuildgroup.com/en/careers/webuild-for-young-people/challenge-4-sud
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Challenge4Sud is one of the many initiatives of the "Webuild Next-Gen" Youth Plan, the programme of 
activities in which Webuild is investing, which summarizes the Group's global commitment to training and 
attracting young people in the infrastructure sector. Among the programme’s key activities: the "Premio 
Alberto Giovannini", dedicated to the best degree theses on innovation and the digitalization of 
infrastructures; the "Scuola dei Mestieri", a specific training programme for new resources who will be 
included in the Group; "100 Giovani Ingegneri del Sud", a recruiting programme aimed at encouraging the 
employment of young talents trained by the Universities of Southern Italy; and finally "Ingenio al Femminile", 
to enhance female STEM professional skills, and reduce the sector's gender gap. 

*** 

Webuild, the new group born in 2020 from Salini Impregilo, is a leading global player in the construction of large, complex 
projects for sustainable mobility, clean hydro energy, clean water, green buildings, supporting clients in achieving 
sustainable development goals (SDGs).  The Group is the expression of 115 years of engineering experience applied in 50 
countries, on five continents, with 70,000 direct and indirect employees, from over 100 nationalities. Recognized for five 
years by Engineering News-Record (ENR) as the world leader in water infrastructure (such as dams, hydraulic tunnels, 
water and wastewater management, and water treatment and desalination plants), it ranks since 2018 among the top 
10 in the environment sector. It also leads the sustainable mobility sector (especially metro and rail lines, in addition to 
roads and bridges). A signatory to the United Nations Global Compact, the Group's expertise lies in projects such as the 
Milan M4, Grand Paris Express, Copenhagen Cityringen, Sydney Metro Northwest in Australia, Red Line North 
Underground in Doha, Line 3 Metro in Riyadh; high-speed railway lines in Italy; the new Genoa Bridge in Italy and the new 
Gerald Desmond Bridge in Long Beach, California; the expansion of the Panama Canal; the Snowy 2. 0 hydroelectric plant 
in Australia; the Rogun Dam in Tajikistan; the Anacostia River Tunnel and the Northeast Boundary Tunnel in Washington, 
D.C.; the Al Bayt Stadium, which shall host the 2022 World Cup in Qatar. In 2021, the Group’s total order backlog reached 
€43.3 billion, with 92% of the backlog of construction orders involving projects supporting the SDGs set by the United 
Nations. Webuild, subject to direction and coordination by Salini Costruttori SpA, is headquartered in Italy and is listed on 
the Milan Stock Exchange (Borsa Italiana: WBD; Reuters: WBD.MI; Bloomberg: WBD:IM). 

More information at www.webuildgroup.com 
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