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STATEMENT 

WEBUILD CEO PIETRO SALINI: 
WORK SAFETY IS THE FIRST FACTOR OF SUSTAINABILITY IN INFRASTRUCTURE 

 
ITALY NEEDS A 20-YEAR PLAN TO GUIDE ITS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT WITH INVESTMENTS IN THE 

SOUTH 
  

INFRASTRUCTURE CAN CREATE 100,000 JOBS BUT TRAINING, RESKILLING PROGRAMMES NEEDED 
FOR NEW CAREERS 

 

ROME, May 5, 2022 – “The PNRR (National Recovery and Resilience Plan) is an important initiative, but we have 
to get out of the mindset of government hand-outs and consider it as part of what the country has to put forward 
to develop and maintain the infrastructure that Italy needs in a sustainable way” said Pietro Salini, Chief Executive 
of Webuild at the Molto Economia webinar: “Nuovi scenari economici globali: le sfide da superare per l’#Italia2030 
(New Global Economic Scenarios: the Challenges to Overcome for #Italia2030)”, a webinar hosted by Il 
Messaggero, an Italian newspaper. “There are €400 billion to spend in total, from the PNRR, public resources and 
development funds. But what is needed is coherent determination at the national level to think, plan and start 
public works within the allocated timeframe. The repercussions of the war, which we are coming to understand 
now, will be long-lasting. They will continue to have an impact on costs and the availability of raw materials. We 
need to concentrate the resources that are available on sustainable projects that are actually feasible, especially 
in the south (of Italy), a region rich in talent with a great desire to move forward. It is important that the south 
does not miss this train, the PNRR.” The webinar at which Salini spoke was organised to encourage a discussion 
between business and public institutions on the challenges and obstacles of executing the PNRR in light of the 
latest global scenarios. 

Regarding prices, Salini said: “Based on what we have come to understand, the DL Aiuti (legislative decree Aiuti) 
recently presented by the government addresses issues raised by the construction sector, even though it will not 
solve everything. But the government is giving a lot of attention to these issues. Long-lasting solutions to high 
prices that are now being faced by companies are needed. We need to consider various possibilities and to 
evaluate what has already been adopted overseas and in the rest of Europe. In this way we can insert suitable  
mechanisms in contracts that would automatically adjust prices in a structured rather than incidental way.” 

“Today, Italy must take a political position so that all the decisions to be made point towards the model of the 
country that what we want by 2030 and 2040. But it must be clear that whatever the position is taken, it must be 
based on an integrated and working infrastructure system. The construction sites of today are tomorrow’s 
infrastructure. Just like our current infrastructure, if it is maintained properly, it will be our infrastructure heritage 
of tomorrow. The experience of the Genova San Giorgio bridge shows how the upkeep of Italian infrastructure, 
most of which was built just after the war, should not be extraordinary but ordinary. The country must invest in 
the safety of its people through preventive measures. 

“Let me finish by talking about two themes that I consider fundamental for a development strategy for the 
country and its infrastructure: safety and the training of the resources that are need for this plan. This is a sector 
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in which the PNRR can create jobs for approximately 100,000 people, whether they are specialised or not. This 
means taking big measures for a sector that for the last decade has sadly witnessed the departure of 800,000 
people. Training is part of work safety that needs to involve everyone, with a proactive approach with the adoption 
of adequate procedures and a widely adopted safety culture. We need to invest in safety continuously and in an 
adequate way – as is done in rest of the world. The safety of people cannot be taken for granted.” 

*** 

Webuild, the new group born in 2020 from Salini Impregilo, is a leading global player in the construction of large, complex projects for 
sustainable mobility (rail, metro, bridges, roads, ports), clean hydro energy (hydropower dams), clean water (treatment and desalination 
plants, wastewater management, irrigation), green buildings (civil and industrial buildings, airports, stadiums, hospitals), supporting clients 
in achieving sustainable development goals (SDGs). The Group is the expression of 116 years of engineering experience applied in 50 countries 
with 80,000 direct and indirect employees from more than 100 nationalities. The Group’s expertise is displayed in projects such as the M4 
metro line in Milan, Grand Paris Express, Cityringen in Copenhagen, Sydney Metro Northwest, Red Line North Underground in Doha, Line 3 
of the Riyadh Metro and the high‐speed railways in Italy. Other projects include the new Genoa Bridge and the new Gerald Desmond Bridge 
in Long Beach, California, the expansion of the Panama Canal, the Snowy 2.0 hydroelectric power station in Australia, the Rogun hydroelectric 
dam in Tajikistan, the Anacostia River and Northeast Boundary tunnels in Washington, D.C. and the Al Bayt 2022 World Cup stadium in 
Qatar. At the end of December 2021, it had a total order backlog amounting to €45.4 billion, with 92% of the construction backlog relating 
to projects linked to the advancement of SDGs. Webuild, subject to direction and coordination by Salini Costruttori S.p.A., is headquartered 
in Italy and is listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (Borsa Italiana: WBD; Reuters: WBD.MI; Bloomberg: WBD:IM). 

More information at www.webuildgroup.com 

         
 
 

Contacts: 
 

Media Relations          
Gilles Castonguay          
Tel. +39 342 682 6321         
email: gr.castonguay@webuildgroup.com       
 

Media Relations (Italy)  
Carmen Cecchini  
Tel. +39 346 3019009           
e-mail: c.cecchini@webuildgroup.com 
 

 

 

http://www.webuildgroup.com/
mailto:gr.castonguay@webuildgroup.com
mailto:c.cecchini@webuildgroup.com
https://www.webuildvalue.com/it/index.ht
https://twitter.com/SaliniImpregi
https://www.linkedin.com/company/salini-impregi
https://www.youtube.com/user/SaliniImpregi
https://instagram.com/salini_impregil

	More information at www.webuildgroup.com

