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PRESS NOTE 

WEBUILD UNITES TWO LOTS ON BRENNER BASE TUNNEL 
 AS WORK PROCEEDS ON WORLD’S LONGEST RAILWAY TUNNEL 

 
LINE BETWEEN FORTEZZA AND AUSTRIAN BORDER ESTABLISHED 

 
 

• Breakthrough unites 24.1 kilometres of tunnel work under Brenner 
• Project to reduce travel times by 70 percent to 25 from 80 minutes  
• Webuild involved in four lots of the Brenner Base Tunnel, one of which is complete 
• Webuild lots employ nearly 1,600 people, 1,000 direct suppliers 

 

Mules, May 19, 2022 – From the southern portal at Fortezza to the Brenner, there is now a tunnel that is 24.1 
kilometres long, part of the 64 kilometres that will connect the Italian town with Innsbruck in Austria to create the 
Brenner Base Tunnel, which will become the longest railway tunnel in the world. This milestone was reached with 
the breakthrough of a diaphragm separating lots H71 Isarco River Underpass being built by Webuild and Mules 2-
3 being built by Webuild and Ghella on the Italian side of the project.  

In addition to the main tunnels that will facilitate the passage of high-speed/high-capacity trains, the project 
foresees a network of 230 kilometres of tunnels and spaces, 151 kilometres of which have already been excavated. 
This complex underground network, whose deepest point will be 1,700 metres below the mountain range peaks, 
will have passenger trains travel at speeds of up to 250 kilometres an hour and those for cargo at 160 kilometres. 

At an official ceremony deep inside the mountain, the last diaphragm separating lots H71 Isarco River 
Underpass and H61 2-3 Mules was tore down by the excavator. Among those in attendance, Nicola Meistro, Senior 
Executive Vice President Operations of Webuild was joined by Pat Cox, European Coordinator for the Scandinavian-
Mediterranean Corridor of the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T), Gilbert Cardola, Chief Executive (Italy) 
of BBT SE, Martin Gradnitzer, Chief Executive (Austria) of BBT SE, and Anna Masutti, President of Rete Ferroviaria 
Italiana (Gruppo FS Italiane).  

The project is strategic for the TEN-T, the High Speed / High Capacity network which will transport people and 
goods throughout the continent. By facilitating sustainable mobility among member countries by shifting more 
people and cargo from road to rail, it will help greatly reduce CO2 emissions. The Scandinavian-Mediterranean 
Corridor, of which the Brenner Base Tunnel will be a part, will connect the transport system between Helsinki in 
Finland and La Valletta in Malta. 

Webuild is involved in four lots of the Brenner Base Tunnel project – more than any other company working on 
the project. In addition to H71 Isarco River Underpass and H61 2-3 Mules, Webuild is working on H41 Gola del Sill-
Pfons after having completed Tulfes-Pfons, both of which are on the Austrian side. Up to 1,600 workers are 
expected to be employed on the three remaining lots under construction, lots H61 and H7 where more than 1,000 
suppliers and service providers are involved, nearly all of them local. Webuild is also working on the railway 
between Fortezza and Ponte Gardena south of the tunnel in Italy. Tunnelling through the Alps is particularly 
complex since it entails crossing the Pedriadriatic Seam, a major fault line across the mountain range. 

Webuild is working on 15 projects in Italy that will become part of TEN-T: approximately 500 kilometres of 
roads and rail lines that will join five corridors, two of which will reach the regions of Calabria, Puglia and Sicily in 
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the southern part of the country, thereby contributing to their economic development. These projects include the 
high-speed/high-capacity rail lines between Verona and Padua, Genoa and Milan and several sections of the 
Naples - Bari.  

 

*** 

Webuild, the new group born in 2020 from Salini Impregilo, is a leading global player in the construction of large, complex projects for 
sustainable mobility (rail, metro, bridges, roads, ports), clean hydro energy (hydropower dams), clean water (treatment and desalination 
plants, wastewater management, irrigation), green buildings (civil and industrial buildings, airports, stadiums, hospitals), supporting clients 
in achieving sustainable development goals (SDGs). The Group is the expression of 116 years of engineering experience applied in 50 countries 
with 80,000 direct and indirect employees from more than 100 nationalities. The Group’s expertise is displayed in projects such as the M4 
metro line in Milan, Grand Paris Express, Cityringen in Copenhagen, Sydney Metro Northwest, Red Line North Underground in Doha, Line 3 
of the Riyadh Metro and the high‐speed railways in Italy. Other projects include the new Genoa Bridge and the new Gerald Desmond Bridge 
in Long Beach, California, the expansion of the Panama Canal, the Snowy 2.0 hydroelectric power station in Australia, the Rogun hydroelectric 
dam in Tajikistan, the Anacostia River and Northeast Boundary tunnels in Washington, D.C. and the Al Bayt 2022 World Cup stadium in 
Qatar. At the end of December 2021, it had a total order backlog amounting to €45.4 billion, with 92% of the construction backlog relating 
to projects linked to the advancement of SDGs. Webuild, subject to direction and coordination by Salini Costruttori S.p.A., is headquartered 
in Italy and is listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (Borsa Italiana: WBD; Reuters: WBD.MI; Bloomberg: WBD:IM). 

 

More information at www.webuildgroup.com 
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