
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 
WEBUILD: CONSTRUCTION WORK STARTS IN AUGUST ON 83KM OF RAILWAY LINES IN SOUTHERN 

ITALY 
 

WORKS WORTH MORE THAN 3 BILLION EUROS ARE NOW UNDERWAY FOR THE CONSTRUCTION 
OF THE HIRPINIA-ORSARA-BOVINO SECTION OF THE HIGH-SPEED NAPLES-BARI LINE AND THE 
SECTIONS BETWEEN GIAMPILIERI AND FIUMEFREDDO OF THE DOUBLING OF THE MESSINA-

CATANIA LINE 
 

 Naples-Bari: two additional sections underway, Hirpinia-Orsara and Orsara-Bovino 
 Messina-Catania: the first and second functional lots, Giampilieri-Taormina and 

Fiumefreddo-Taormina/Letojanni sections underway  
 Awarded to Webuild in consortium in 2021, the new sections will contribute to sustainable, 

fast and safe rail transport in southern Italy  
 Webuild is active in the south, including the islands, on 15 projects, involving more than 

2,300 companies and employing about 3,700 people directly and indirectly  
 

Milan, 12 August, 2022 – Webuild begins construction on four work sites in southern Italy, two between 
Campania and Puglia, and two in Sicily. The works are underway for the construction of 83 kilometres of new 
railway lines, with an overall value of more than 3 billion euro. These are the remaining two construction sites 
of the Naples-Bari high-speed line, the Hirpinia-Orsara and Orsara-Bovino sections, 40 kilometres of line, and 
the construction sites for the first two functional lots of the Messina-Catania, Fiumefreddo-
Taormina/Letojanni and Giampilieri-Taormina sections, for a total of 43 kilometres of line. The works are part 
of the 27 major infrastructure projects currently under construction by Webuild.  

The consortiums awarded the works by Rete Ferroviaria Italia (Gruppo FS Italiane) in 2021, both led by 
Webuild with a 70% share together with Impresa Pizzarotti with a 30% share, can now start construction after 
approval of the executive design. 

The Hirpinia-Orsara section consists in 28 kilometres of line of which 27 kilometres will be in tunnels whilst 
the Orsara-Bovino section consists in the excavation of a twin-tube railway tunnel of about 10 kilometres and 
an additional 2km of line. The two contracts are part of the broader project to upgrade the Naples-Benevento-
Foggia-Bari railway axis, which envisages doubling single-track sections and constructing variants to the 
existing route to improve the integration of the south-eastern railway system with the high-speed network. 
On the same route, Webuild is also building the Naples-Cancello section, 15.5 kilometres of track in the vicinity 
of the Naples-Afragola high-speed station, and the Apice-Hirpinia section, 18 kilometres of line to cross the 
Apennines. 

The Taormina-Giampilieri section consists in 28.3 kilometres of line, including 25.2 kilometres in tunnels to 
be built with mechanised excavation using 3 TBMs (Tunnel Boring Machines), 7 viaducts and 2 railway stations. 
The Fiumefreddo-Taormina/Letojanni section stretches for 15 kilometres and includes the Taormina-Letojanni 
interconnection, the Taormina underground station, four tunnels and two viaducts. The two sections are part 
of the Palermo-Catania-Messina railway upgrading project, which aims to speed up the island's rail 
connections and improve the accessibility of the region. On the Palermo-Catania line, the Webuild Group is 
already building the Bicocca-Catenanuova section, which will help trains travel between the two Sicilian cities 
at a maximum speed of 200 kilometres per hour.   



 

Webuild is currently engaged in the construction of 15 projects in the south, including the islands, involving 
more than 2,300 companies involved since the start of work and employing about 3,700 people, directly and 
indirectly. In addition to the initiatives already mentioned, there is the Third Megalot of the Jonian State Road, 
28 kilometres that will improve the road network on the Ionian side in Calabria, and the Naples-Capodichino 
Station of the Naples Metro, which will help connect the city centre with the international airport.  

*** 
Webuild, the new Group born in 2020 from Salini Impregilo, is a leading global player in the construction of large, complex projects for 
sustainable mobility (rail, metro, bridges, roads, ports), hydropower (dams, power plants), water (treatment and desalination plants, 
wastewater management, irrigation dams) and green buildings (civil and industrial buildings, airports, stadiums, hospitals). It supports 
clients in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) established by the United Nations. The Group is the expression of 116 
years of engineering experience applied in 50 countries with 80,000 direct and indirect employees from more than 100 nationalities. 
Iconic projects, completed or under construction, include the M4 metro line in Milan, a section of Line 16 of the Grand Paris Express, 
Cityringen in Copenhagen, the viaduct and bridge for Sydney Metro Northwest in Australia, Red Line North Underground in Doha, Line 
3 of Riyadh Metro and high-speed railways in Italy. Others include the Genoa San Giorgio Bridge in Italy, the Long Beach International 
Gateway Bridge in Long Beach, California, the expansion of the Panama Canal, the Snowy 2.0 hydroelectric scheme in Australia, the 
Rogun hydroelectric dam in Tajikistan, the Anacostia River and Northeast Boundary tunnels in Washington, D.C., and the Al Bayt 2022 
World Cup stadium in Qatar. At the end of December 2021, it had a total order backlog amounting to €45.4 billion, with 92% of the 
construction backlog relating to projects linked to SDGs. Webuild, subject to direction and coordination by Salini Costruttori S.p.A., is 
headquartered in Italy and is listed on the Milan stock exchange (Borsa Italiana: WBD; Reuters: WBD.MI; Bloomberg: WBD:IM). 

 

More information at www.webuildgroup.com 
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