
 
 
 
 
 
  

   
 

PRESS NOTE 
 

WEBUILD COMPLETES FILLING OF TUNNEL IN PROJECT TO CLEAN MATANZA-RIACHUELO RIVER 
BASIN IN ARGENTINA 

 
NEARLY COMPLETED LOT 3 OF ONE OF LARGEST SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS OF ITS 

KIND IN WORLD  
 

 
 

 Webuild completes filling with water innovative hydraulic tunnel 40 metres under riverbed 
 Tunnel more than 10 kilometres in length will help initiative to clean Matanza-Riachuelo 

River Basin, one of world’s most polluted 
 Accompanying plant to treat up to 2.3 million cubic metres of water a day, improving lives 

of four million residents 
 

 
MILAN, October 4, 2022 – Webuild, a global leader in the water sector, has completed filling with water 

from the River Plate an innovative sub-fluvial tunnel near Buenos Aires, part of Lot 3 of the Riachuelo 
Environmental Restoration Project, a sustainable development initiative financed by the World Bank to 
clean up Argentina’s Matanza-Riachuelo River Basin, one of the most polluted in the world. 
 

At a length of 10.5 kilometres and a depth of 40 metres below the bed of the River Plate, the 4.3-metre 
diametre tunnel will receive wastewater from the basin that has been treated at a new plant and diffuse it 
into the river at an average rate of 27 cubic metres per second. The innovative part of the tunnel is the 
series of 34 steel tubes called risers each at a diameter of a little less than one metre installed along the 
ceiling of the tunnel. The treated wastewater passes through the risers that reach up to the bed of the river. 
 

Known as Lot 2 of the project, the plant and accompanying pumping stations are being built by Webuild’s 
subsidiary, Fisia Italimpianti, and partner Acciona with a 35% stake. The plant will be one of the biggest of 
its kind in the world. Once the entire project is completed, an estimated up to 2.3 million cubic metres of 



 

wastewater from the basin will be treated every day, improving the lives of more than four million people 
who live in the heavily industrialised area. 

 
Webuild, which was ranked first among global contractors in the water sector in the latest survey by U.S. 

trade magazine Engineering News-Record (ENR), is overseeing the construction of a number of projects 
across the globe that confirm its commitment to sustainable development. In the United States, it is 
completing the Northeast Boundary Tunnel (NEBT) to help Washington, D.C., reduce the amount of 
untreated water that spills into its water bodies during heavy storms. In Oman, it is building the Ghubrah 3 
IWP and Barka 5 IWP desalination plants to meet demand for potable water among the local populace of 
this arid country. In Tajikistan, it is building a hydropower dam – the tallest in the world – to support the 
development of the country.  
 

 
*** 

 
Webuild, the new Group born in 2020 from Salini Impregilo, is a leading global player in the construction of large, complex projects 
for sustainable mobility (rail, metro, bridges, roads, ports), hydropower (dams, power plants), water (treatment and desalination 
plants, wastewater management, irrigation dams) and green buildings (civil and industrial buildings, airports, stadiums, hospitals). 
It supports clients in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) established by the United Nations. The Group ranks first 
in the world for the construction of infrastructure in the water sector. Since 2018, it is also among the top 10 companies by revenue 
generated from environmental services. Webuild is the expression of 116 years of engineering experience applied in 50 countries 
with 80,000 direct and indirect employees from more than 100 nationalities. Iconic projects, completed or under construction, 
include the M4 metro line in Milan, a section of Line 16 of the Grand Paris Express, Cityringen in Copenhagen, the viaduct and bridge 
for Sydney Metro Northwest in Australia, Red Line North Underground in Doha, Line 3 of Riyadh Metro and high-speed railways in 
Italy. Others include the Genova San Giorgio Bridge in Italy, the Long Beach International Gateway Bridge in Long Beach, California, 
the expansion of the Panama Canal, the Snowy 2.0 hydroelectric scheme in Australia, the Rogun hydroelectric dam in Tajikistan, the 
Anacostia River and Northeast Boundary hydraulic tunnels in Washington, D.C., and the Al Bayt 2022 World Cup stadium in Qatar. 
At June 30, 2022, the Group had a total order backlog amounting to more than €47 billion, with 90% of the construction backlog 
relating to projects linked to SDGs. Webuild, subject to direction and coordination by Salini Costruttori S.p.A., is headquartered in 
Italy and is listed on the Milan stock exchange (Borsa Italiana: WBD; Reuters: WBD.MI; Bloomberg: WBD:IM). 
 
 

More information at www.webuildgroup.com 
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