
 

 

PRESS NOTE 

 

WEBUILD: DOORS OPEN TO PASSENGERS ON MILAN’S NEW M4 METRO LINE 
 

WEBUILD CEO PIETRO SALINI: 
PROUD TO HAVE DELIVERED A PROJECT OF EXCELLENCE DESPITE DIFFICULT PERIOD  

 
A SUSTAINABLE AND INNOVATIVE LINE WITH AUTOMATED TRAINS PUT MILAN AT THE CENTRE 

OF EUROPE 
 

• First six stations of M4 inaugurated: Linate Airport, Repetti, Forlanini Station, Argonne, 
Susa and Dateo 

• Extremely complex project in Milan’s historic centre with focus on sustainability and 
protection of archeological heritage  

• Estimated 86 million passengers per year 

 

MILAN, November 26, 2022 – “I am very happy to be in Milan today to deliver to the city’s residents 
this new metro line: the first part of the M4 and the park that we built along Viale Argonne. This is the result 
of the expertise and commitment of all the women and men who have worked to create this infrastructure 
during a particularly difficult moment, what with the increase in raw materials prices, COVID and the war. It 
is a very important achievement for Webuild, which continues to deliver to clients and their residents new 
sustainable infrastructure of excellent quality.” 

Those were the words spoken by Webuild Chief Executive Pietro Salini at the inauguration of the first 
six stations of the metro line built by the Group in the capital of the Lombardy region. With this opening, the 
public will be able to travel in a mere nine minutes the 5.4 kilometres between the Linate city airport and the 
Dateo station. This first section of an extremely complex engineering project is transforming the city and 
strengthening Milan’s role in Europe.   

The inauguration of stations Linate Airport, Repetti, Forlanini Station, Argonne, Susa and Dateo was 
held at the city airport with the participation of Italian Minister of Infrastructure and Transport Matteo 
Salvini, Milan Mayor Giuseppe Sala, Lombardy President Attilio Fontana, Salini, as well as scores of workers 
who have been involved in the project. 

“The M4 is a story of Italian excellence. It has been an enormous effort to work both above and below 
the city contemporaneously, contributing to a redesign of what lies below the surface and what lies above it 
with projects of urban renewal,” said Salini. 

The M4, which is to be completed in 2024, will cross the city for a total of 15 kilometres, from the 
Linate city airport in the east, through the historic centre, and then to the west to the San Cristoforo train 
station. It will have 21 stations and take only 30 minutes for its trains to do the entire route. These are the 
numbers that will make the city one of the most accessible in Europe via an airport. By next spring when this 
first section of the line will be open all the way to San Babila in the centre, it will take a little more than 12 
minutes from the airport. 



 

The project was commissioned by the City of Milan and built by the M4 concessionaire company, 
which is in charge of the design, construction and management of the line. The company’s private investors 
are led by Webuild. The line is completely underground and fully automated with driverless trains – an 
innovative technology that allows for a safer and more efficient service. The M4 will cross the historic centre 
of Milan and contribute to a significant reduction in street traffic. Once it will be fully open, it will be able to 
carry 24,000 people per hour in either direction. On an annual basis, it will have up to 86 million potential 
passengers, with trains passing every 90 seconds during peak times. In terms of mobility, the M4 will have an 
impact on the city, giving it one of the most extensive metro networks in Europe at 188 kilometres. 

Webuild’s technical know-how was put to work during the excavation of the line with tunnel-boring 
machines (TBMs), the safeguarding of the city’s artistic and historic heritage with the temporary transfer of 
monuments such as the Column of Verziere, the Statue of the Saviour at Largo Augusto and a medieval wall 
on Via Francesco Sforza. The monuments will be put back to their original place after they have been cleaned 
and restored under the supervision of the superintendency. 

The Webuild Group, a global reference in the sector of sustainable mobility with a track record of 
more than 13,600 kilometres of rail and metro lines, is today involved in the construction of some of the 
most complex projects like the Grand Paris Express. In Italy, in addition to the M4, it is working on Line C of 
Rome and sections of the Naples metro system. 

 

*** 

Webuild, the new Group born in 2020 from Salini Impregilo, is a leading global player in the construction of large, complex projects 
for sustainable mobility (rail, metro, bridges, roads, ports), hydropower (dams, power plants), water (treatment and desalination 
plants, wastewater management, irrigation dams) and green buildings (civil and industrial buildings, airports, stadiums, hospitals). It 
supports clients in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) established by the United Nations. The Group ranks first in 
the world for the construction of infrastructure in the water sector. Since 2018, it is also among the top 10 companies by revenue 
generated from environmental services. Webuild is the expression of 116 years of engineering experience applied in 50 countries with 
80,000 direct and indirect employees from more than 100 nationalities. Iconic projects, completed or under construction, include the 
M4 metro line in Milan, a section of Line 16 of the Grand Paris Express, Cityringen in Copenhagen, the viaduct and bridge for Sydney 
Metro Northwest in Australia, Red Line North Underground in Doha, Line 3 of Riyadh Metro and high-speed railways in Italy. Others 
include the Genova San Giorgio Bridge in Italy, the Long Beach International Gateway Bridge in Long Beach, California, the expansion 
of the Panama Canal, the Snowy 2.0 hydroelectric scheme in Australia, the Rogun hydroelectric dam in Tajikistan, the Anacostia River 
and Northeast Boundary hydraulic tunnels in Washington, D.C., and the Al Bayt 2022 World Cup stadium in Qatar. At June 30, 2022, 
the Group had a total order backlog amounting to more than €47 billion, with 90% of the construction backlog relating to projects 
linked to SDGs. Webuild, subject to direction and coordination by Salini Costruttori S.p.A., is headquartered in Italy and is listed on the 
Milan stock exchange (Borsa Italiana: WBD; Reuters: WBD.MI; Bloomberg: WBD:IM). 

More information at www.webuildgroup.com 
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