
 

 

PRESS NOTE 

WEBUILD CEO PIETRO SALINI AT LOMBARDIA 2030 CONVENTION: 

BUREAUCRACY MUST BE STREAMLINED TO DELIVER PNRR AND RELAUNCH INDUSTRY WITH 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

LONG-TERM VISION NEEDED TO PLAN FOR THE ITALY OF THE FUTURE 

 

MILAN, November 28, 2022 – “We have an obligation to deliver the PNRR (National Plan of Recovery and 
Resilience), but the number of bureaucratic steps that must be taken to do public works in Italy has no equal 
anywhere in the world. If we were to take away all the unnecessary things from the rules and regulations, 
we would perform a great service for our country and our ability to build infrastructure,” said Webuild Chief 
Executive Pietro Salini at Lombardia 2030, a convention that brought together public institutions and 
representatives of the social, economic and industrial sectors of the Lombardy to discuss the challenges and 
opportunities to develop the northern Italian region. Held today at the Pirelli Hangar Bicocca in northern 
Milan, the convention had among its participants the Italian Minister of Infrastructure and Transport Matteo 
Salvini. 

Speaking on a panel with Luigi Ferraris, Chief Executive of Ferrovie dello Stato, and Luigi Roth, President of 
Autostrada Pedemontana Lombarda, Salini said the country had an enormous productive capacity. “All you 
need to do is think of the World Cup in Qatar, where Webuild built the Al Bayt stadium that hosted the 
opening ceremony. Also in Qatar, the Group built the Doha metro,” he said. But this great Italian expertise 
needs to find fertile ground if it is to continue to be competitive abroad and make the country stronger. 
“Public works must have an economic and financial frame of reference if they are to be built correctly. This 
country has brought a good part of its production capacity to bankruptcy because it has not been able to plan 
public works at their true cost. What we need to do is build infrastructure not for 2030 but for 2050 because 
the big projects of this country need to be done for the long term, just as it is done in other developed 
countries. We have to anticipate the commercial traffic flows because the real challenge will be to forecast 
changes like that one. That’s why today’s construction sites are not only for the infrastructure of tomorrow 
but for the Italy of the future,” he said. 

*** 

Webuild, the new Group born in 2020 from Salini Impregilo, is a leading global player in the construction of large, complex projects 
for sustainable mobility (rail, metro, bridges, roads, ports), hydropower (dams, power plants), water (treatment and desalination 
plants, wastewater management, irrigation dams) and green buildings (civil and industrial buildings, airports, stadiums, hospitals). It 
supports clients in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) established by the United Nations. The Group ranks first in 
the world for the construction of infrastructure in the water sector. Since 2018, it is also among the top 10 companies by revenue 
generated from environmental services. Webuild is the expression of 116 years of engineering experience applied in 50 countries with 
80,000 direct and indirect employees from more than 100 nationalities. Iconic projects, completed or under construction, include the 
M4 metro line in Milan, a section of Line 16 of the Grand Paris Express, Cityringen in Copenhagen, the viaduct and bridge for Sydney 
Metro Northwest in Australia, Red Line North Underground in Doha, Line 3 of Riyadh Metro and high-speed railways in Italy. Others 
include the Genova San Giorgio Bridge in Italy, the Long Beach International Gateway Bridge in Long Beach, California, the expansion 
of the Panama Canal, the Snowy 2.0 hydroelectric scheme in Australia, the Rogun hydroelectric dam in Tajikistan, the Anacostia River 
and Northeast Boundary hydraulic tunnels in Washington, D.C., and the Al Bayt 2022 World Cup stadium in Qatar. At June 30, 2022, 
the Group had a total order backlog amounting to more than €47 billion, with 90% of the construction backlog relating to projects 
linked to SDGs. Webuild, subject to direction and coordination by Salini Costruttori S.p.A., is headquartered in Italy and is listed on the 
Milan stock exchange (Borsa Italiana: WBD; Reuters: WBD.MI; Bloomberg: WBD:IM). 

More information at www.webuildgroup.com 
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