
 

 

PRESS NOTE 

 
"ROME. SILENT BEAUTY”, UNPARALLELED IMAGES PRESENTED TODAY AT PALAZZO VENEZIA 

THE DESERTED CAPITAL CITY, A METAPHOR FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO RETHINK CITIES, FROM 
URBAN PLANNING TO SUSTAINABLE MOBILITY 

WEBUILD - VIVE INSTITUTE EXHIBITION OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AT THE ZANARDELLI HALL OF THE 
VITTORIANO, FROM JANUARY 20 TO FEBRUARY 28, 2023 

 

 

• Photographic images of the deserted Eternal City taken during the months of lockdown as a 
metaphor of a new dimension of a city to be rediscovered 

• Fine art photography protagonist of the “Rome. Silent Beauty” exhibition curated by Roberto 
Koch and Alessandra Mauro at the Vittoriano between January 20 and February 28, 2023 

Rome, December 15, 2022 - Images of a sleeping Rome that enhance the city's soul, and aim to rethink 
environments and infrastructure from a new sustainability perspective. A project entitled “ROME. SILENT 
BEAUTY” that reveals the Eternal City during the months of lockdown in 2020. The initiative, promoted by 
Webuild and the Vive Institute - Vittoriano and Palazzo Venezia – under the patronage of the Municipality 
of Rome, was presented today at a press conference attended by Mayor of Rome Roberto Gualtieri, Webuild 
CEO Pietro Salini, Director of the VIVE Institute - Vittoriano and Palazzo Venezia Edith Gabrielli and art 
historian Claudio Strinati, ahead of the exhibition's opening to the public at the Vittoriano, from January 20 
to February 28, 2023. 

 
The project includes a book published by Rizzoli on behalf of Webuild, and the exhibition organized by 

Webuild and the VIVE Institute, both based  on the fine art photography of Moreno Maggi, an expert Italian 
photographer of architecture and Industrial photography. 

 
“The project – said Director Ms. Gabrielli – a virtuous example of the tangible possibility of a virtuous 

public-private collaboration, with the desire of engaging the general public with an immersive and attractive 
scientifically committed exhibition. The initiative reflects our lines of action with the intent to make us all 
reflect on the role and future of cities, and not just Rome, meeting complex challenges such as the  
connection that exists between the so called urban centres and their suburbs”. 

“During the lockdown - said Salini - we all had to face a very complex moment where Rome stared back 
at us in total silence. Today, we must be able to use the positive messages from that phase, so that our 
generation can win the huge challenges of the economic, cultural, infrastructural and technological 
challenges that we must face and that characterize our time. The images from this book show us a lab, a 



 

nude city and a marvellous machine that we live every day, which we must rethink starting from a new 
paradigm of a city that is more orientated towards the human dimension. ” 

“Today, we are in front of extraordinary images that provide us all with the possibility of a new 
perspective on Rome, which is evermore dormant and never explicit, and which makes us think of the Caput 
Mundi city.  Silence and majesty emerge in these pages of a city that is unique, where everything coexists 
and lives, like the metro line that passes through Ancient Roman " added Mr Strinati. 

The Mayor of Rome Roberto Gualtieri closed the conference by saying "This beautiful book shows us a 
silent and majestic Rome which allowed to be even more aware of the uniqueness of our city and of its 
ancient beauties. A project that hands us an important contribution to make us all understand how to 
imagine and think about Rome and its future transformation. The city and its spaces have almost been freed 
from its people to be seen differently. We must all be courageous and imagine different ways of living in this 
city in the near future.  

*** 

 

Webuild, the new group born in 2020 from Salini Impregilo, is a leading global player in the construction of large, complex projects 
for sustainable mobility (rail, metro, bridges, roads, ports), clean hydro energy (hydropower dams), clean water (treatment and 
desalination plants, wastewater management, irrigation), green buildings (civil and industrial buildings, airports, stadiums, hospitals), 
supporting clients in achieving sustainable development goals (SDGs).  The Group ranks first in the world for the construction of 
infrastructure in the water sector. Since 2018, it is also among the top 10 companies by revenue generated from environmental 
services The Group is the expression of 116 years of engineering experience applied in 50 countries with 80,000 direct and indirect 
employees from more than 100 nationalities. The Group’s expertise is displayed in projects such as the M4 metro line in Milan, Grand 
Paris Express, Cityringen in Copenhagen, Sydney Metro Northwest, Red Line North Underground in Doha, Line 3 of the Riyadh Metro 
and the high‐speed railways in Italy. Other projects include the new Genoa Bridge and the new Gerald Desmond Bridge in Long Beach, 
California, the expansion of the Panama Canal, the Snowy 2.0 hydroelectric power station in Australia, the Rogun hydroelectric dam 
in Tajikistan, the Anacostia River and Northeast Boundary tunnels in Washington, D.C. and the Al Bayt 2022 World Cup stadium in 
Qatar.   At June 30, 2022, the Group had a total order backlog amounting to more than €47 billion, with 90% of the construction 
backlog relating to projects linked to SDGs.  Webuild, subject to direction and coordination by Salini Costruttori S.p.A., is 
headquartered in Italy and is listed on the Milan stock exchange (Borsa Italiana: WBD; Reuters: WBD.MI; Bloomberg: WBD:IM). 
 

More information at www.webuildgroup.com 

 

 

The Vittoriano and Palazzo Venezia - VIVE is one of eleven general-level institutes of the Italian Ministry of Culture recognized as being 
of significant interest and having special autonomy. The VIVE consists of two buildings on Piazza Venezia in the centre of Rome, 
Palazzo Venezia and the Vittorio Emmanuele II Monument, also known as the Vittoriano or the Altar of the Fatherland. VIVE, 
operational since November 2020, under the direction of Edith Gabrielli, has established itself on the national and international scene 
for its ability to hold scientific commitment and public recognition together. In 2022, the Institute collected over three million visitors, 
with tickets sold for over 3 million euros.  

For further information: www.vive.beniculturali.it 
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VIVE- Vittoriano e Palazzo Venezia 
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