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PRESS NOTE 
WEBUILD: CONSTRUCTION WORKS OF THE FIRST 850 GIANT SUBMERGED COLUMNS OF THE NEW 

GENOA BREAKWATER NOW IN THE FINAL STAGES WITH 
370,000 TONS OF GRAVEL LAID ON THE SEABED  

  
WORKS ON THE SECOND BLOCK OF COLUMNS NOW TO BEGIN 

 

 
 

Genoa, September 21, 2023 – Submerged giants to support the New Genoa Breakwater: i.e. the first 850 
gravel columns which will be completed according by the end of September by the Webuild-led consortium, with 
Fincantieri Infrastrutture Opere Marittime, Fincosit and Sidra. The construction of this first group of columns will 
close the works of the first test camp. As of today, approximately 370 tons of gravel have been laid on the seabed. 
By the end of September, works on the block of columns of the second test camp will also begin, the largest 
intervention ever to be carried out to benefit the Italian port system. 

Approximately 220 trips from Genoa and Piombino were needed to transport on average 3,000 tons of gravel 
per day to be able to lay this quantity of material on the seabed. The goal is to reach 170,000 of material laid 
each month, by using additional ships. Starting this week, already, the production will be strengthened, as an 
additional 40,000-ton ship will also be used, arriving from Spain every 15 days.  

The search for ordnances on the seabed up to 50 metres in depth is also continuing. These operations began 
at the end of July. Webuild is the first Italian company to use an innovative operating procedure with divers 
working in a situation of hyperbaric saturation.  

Over 1,000 people are working to build the New Genoa Breakwater including directly and indirectly hired 
personnel. As of date, it engages over 80 supply chain companies, which are nearly all Italian. This strategic 
project was commissioned by the Western Ligurian Seaport System Authority, and has European, national, and 



 

2 
 

local significance. Co-funded by the Italian government with resources from the PNRR (National Recovery and 
Resilience Plan) supplementary fund, the breakwater will enhance maritime accessibility of the port of Genoa, 
also consolidating the strategic role of the city's port system within the Rhine-Alpine corridor of the TEN-T Trans-
European network, a corridor that from Genoa reaches Rotterdam. The Terzo Valico dei Giovi Genoa Junction 
Project, also currently being built by Webuild, is also part of the corridor.  

The New Genoa Breakwater, unique in engineering terms, will extend, in its final configuration, for 6,200 
metres, replacing the existing structure, also protecting the port from sea waves. Its positioning will also be 
further out at sea, so that the "Ultra Large" (ULCV) modern ships, which as of today, are currently limited due to 
the small manoeuvring space currently offered, will also be able to access. 

*** 

Webuild is a global leader in the design and construction of large, complex projects in the sectors of sustainable mobility (rail, metro, 
bridges, roads, ports), hydropower (dams, power plants), water (treatment and desalination plants, wastewater management, irrigation 
dams) and green buildings (civil and industrial buildings, airports, stadiums, hospitals). It supports clients in achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) established by the United Nations.  The recognised leader in infrastructure for the water sector, it operates in 
50 countries. It has 85,000 direct and indirect employees from 100 nationalities, and a supply chain of more than 17,500 businesses. In its 
117 years of applied engineering on more than 3,200 projects, the Group has built 14,118 kilometres of rail and metro lines, 82,509 
kilometres of roads and highways, 1,018 kilometres of bridges and viaducts, 3,396 kilometres of tunnels, and 313 dams and hydropower 
plants. Projects include the Genoa San Giorgio Bridge, the second Panama Canal, the Lake Mead Third Intake hydraulic project near Las 
Vegas in the United States, the Airport Line in Perth, Australia and the Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center in Athens. Projects 
under construction include the Brenner Base Tunnel, Line 4 of the Milan metro system, the Terzo Valico dei Giovi-Nodo di Genova in Italy, 
and the North East Link of Melbourne in Australia. As of June 30, 2023, the Group had total orders worth €61 billion, with more than 90% 
of the Group’s construction backlog related to projects linked to the advancement of the United Nations 2030 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs).  Webuild, subject to the direction and coordination of Salini Costruttori S.p.A., is headquartered in Italy and is listed on the 
Milan stock exchange (WBD; WBD.MI; WBD:IM).  Since 2021, it is member of the MIB ESG, the index of Italian companies with the best 
ESG practices. 

 
More information at www.webuildgroup.com 
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