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WORLD’S FIRST OPERATING PROTOTYPE OF HIGH-SPEED TRANSPORT SYSTEM 
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 Webuild, global leader in the sustainable mobility sector, to lead study into developing new 
technology model for Hyper Transfer  

 The project will allow to experiment for the first time in Europe a transport system to send 
capsules through a vacuum tube with magnetic levitation at targeted speed of an airplane 

 Positive outcome of feasibility study would have Webuild oversee project management and 
infrastructure development, with Leonardo developing capsule fuselage, Hyperloop TT and 
Hyperloop IT providers of advanced mobility technology. 

 Preliminary study to build other sections, will allow to create a standard both at a national and 
European level for a new generation transport system 
 

MILAN, January 30, 2024 – In Italy, the first working prototype in the world of high-speed land transport with 
magneƟc levitaƟon, a new means of transport that is capable of travelling at an airplane’s speed. Webuild and 
its joint-venture partner Leonardo have won a contract worth €4 million, for the preliminary feasibility study to 
build the Hyper Transfer, seƫng the foundaƟons for the construcƟon of the world’s first operaƟng prototype 
esƟmated at a combined value of €800 million. The project, commissioned by Concessioni Autostradali Venete 
(CAV), will represent a preliminary test for building eventual secƟons in Veneto, which will allow to regulate a 
transport system that as of today does not exist, both at a naƟonal and European level.  



 

Webuild leads the joint-venture with a 96.22% stake, and partner Leonardo with the remaining 3.78%. 
Hyperloop TransportaƟon Technologies will be the technology supply partner and designated designer for the 
operaƟng prototype, in collaboration with its licensee Hyperloop Italia. RINA joins as an addiƟonal designated 
designer. The JV and its partners will conduct the feasibility study under a Partnership for InnovaƟon, a 
contractual scheme favouring research and development. 

Hyperloop is a super-fast transportaƟon system designed to use levitaƟon magnets to send capsules with 
people and cargo travelling at an esƟmated speed of an airplane and above on the ground inside a tube. The low 
pressure within the tube reduces the fricƟon, and thanks to propulsion systems the capsules will travel at a super 
high speed, ensuring sustainable mobility and a low-energy consumpƟon. It would also help reduce traffic and 
improve safety on highways, contribuƟng to lower CO2 emissions. 

Hyper Transfer, which could become the first operaƟng prototype in the world, would be developed in three 
successive stages, if every phase is successful: the feasibility study, (Phase 1); the design (Phase 2); then the 
construcƟon and tesƟng (Phase 3).  

Webuild thus confirms its commitment to innovaƟon and research and to the development of sustainable 
mobility capable of supporƟng the global energy transiƟon process. The metro projects that Webuild is currently 
carrying out, such as the new M4 line in Milan and Line C in Rome in Italy, will enable millions of people to move 
around quickly, efficiently and in an environmentally friendly way every day, thanks to state-of-the-art 
infrastructure, avoiding new CO2 emissions into the atmosphere every year. The ongoing high-speed rail projects, 
such as the HS/HC Verona-Padua line and the Terzo Valico dei Giovi-Genoa JuncƟon project, will also allow the 
country to be increasingly integrated into the TEN-T corridors, the trans-European transport network that aims 
to increase sustainable mobility for goods and people in the European Union. 

 
*** 

Webuild is a global leader in the design and construcƟon of large, complex projects in the sectors of sustainable mobility (rail, metro, 
bridges, roads, ports), hydropower (dams, power plants), water (treatment and desalinaƟon plants, wastewater management, 
irrigaƟon dams) and green buildings (civil and industrial buildings, airports, stadiums, hospitals). It supports clients in achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) established by the United NaƟons. The recognised leader in infrastructure for the water sector, 
it operates in 50 countries. It has 85,000 direct and indirect employees from 100 naƟonaliƟes, and a supply chain of more than 17,500 
businesses. In its 117 years of applied engineering on more than 3,200 projects, the Group has built 14,118 kilometres of rail and metro 
lines, 82,509 kilometres of roads and highways, 1,018 kilometres of bridges and viaducts, 3,396 kilometres of tunnels, and 313 dams 
and hydropower plants. Projects include the Genoa San Giorgio Bridge, the second Panama Canal, the Lake Mead Third Intake hydraulic 
project near Las Vegas in the United States, the Airport Line in Perth, Australia and the Stavros Niarchos FoundaƟon Cultural Center in 
Athens. Projects under construcƟon include the Brenner Base Tunnel, Line 4 of the Milan metro system, the Terzo Valico dei Giovi-Nodo 
di Genova in Italy, and the North East Link of Melbourne in Australia. As of June 30, 2023, the Group had total orders worth €61 billion, 
with more than 90% of the Group’s construcƟon backlog related to projects linked to the advancement of the United NaƟons 2030 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Webuild, subject to the direcƟon and coordinaƟon of Salini CostruƩori S.p.A., is headquartered 
in Italy and is listed on the Milan stock exchange (WBD; WBD.MI; WBD:IM). Since 2021, it is member of the MIB ESG, the index of Italian 
companies with the best ESG pracƟces. 

More informaƟon at www.webuildgroup.com 
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