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PRESS NOTE 

WEBUILD: SNOWY 2.0 UNDERGROUND POWERHOUSE COMPLEX TAKING SHAPE TO 
BECOME ONE OF WORLD’S DEEPEST AND LARGEST, ABLE TO CONTAIN SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE 

   
PRECAST CONCRETE SEGMENT FACTORY COMPLETES 

100,000 OF 130,000 PLANNED UNITS FOR  
STRATEGIC PROJECT FOR AUSTRALIA’S ENERGY TRANSITION 

 

 

Precast Concrete Segment Factory, Cooma – Credits: Snowy Hydro Ltd. 

 
 

MILAN, March 12, 2024 – Webuild announces a new milestone in the construction of Snowy 2.0, the largest 
hydropower project in Australia, with the completion of the excavation of the crowns, or ceilings, of the 
machine and transformer halls that will comprise the underground complex. Set to become one of the world’s 
deepest at 800 metres, the total space occupied by the complex would be big enough to house a structure as 
big as the Sydney Opera House. A second achievement was also achieved with the completion of 100,000 of 
the 130,000 pre-cast concrete segments to line the project’s tunnel network. 

As part of the Snowy 2.0 delivery team, Webuild and its local subsidiary Clough in the Future Generation 
Joint Venture are building the project on behalf of Snowy Hydro Limited to help the country with its transition 
from coal to renewable energy sources for a more sustainable future. 

About 3,000 people are working on Snowy 2.0, which will connect two existing reservoirs – the Tantangara 
and Talbingo – through a network of nearly 30 kilometres of tunnels that will have at its heart the underground 
complex in a region called the Snowy Mountains in the state of New South Wales. Snowy 2.0 will provide up 
to 2,200 megawatts to the power grid, ensuring stability by making available at a moment’s notice its stored 
hydropower when other renewable energy sources like solar or wind are not available.  

Using the drill and blast method, workers recently excavated a combined total of more than 73,000 cubic 
metres of rock to complete the crown arches, or ceilings, of the future Transformer and Machine Halls, both 
of which have reached 8.5 metres in height. Workers are proceeding to complete the two halls by excavating 
from top down.  
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The Machine Hall will eventually measure more than 250 metres in length, 32 metres in width and 52 
metres in height, while the adjacent hall with the transformers will measure 223 metres in length, 20 metres 
in width and 46 metres in height. 

The other milestone is the completion of the production of 100,000 pre-cast concrete segments out of a 
planned total of 130,000 that will line nearly 30 kilometres of tunnels. One of those tunnels will be fitted with 
segments equipped with a Force-Activated Coupling System developed by Webuild to resist the enormous 
pressures caused by the water that will surge towards the turbines of the underground powerhouse.   

A strategic project, Snowy 2.0 is the largest renewable energy development in the country, which has 
become Webuild’s biggest market outside Italy. With its Clough subsidiary, it is developing a number of 
strategic projects in the country, including a shiplift facility in Darwin, the largest of its kind in the Northern 
Territory. In Western Australia, they are working on one of the world’s largest urea plants for the manufacture 
of fertiliser, as well as an upgrade to a sludge treatment process at the state’s largest wastewater treatment 
facility. In Melbourne, Webuild is preparing to excavate the tunnels for the North East Link, a section of a 
freeway network in Melbourne. In Sydney, it is participating in the development of the Sydney Metro line that 
will lead to the Western Sydney International Airport, the largest public-private partnership in the state. 

 
**** 

Webuild is a global leader in the design and construction of large, complex projects in the sectors of sustainable mobility (rail, metro, 
bridges, roads, ports), hydropower (dams, power plants), water (treatment and desalination plants, wastewater management, 
irrigation dams) and green buildings (civil and industrial buildings, airports, stadiums, hospitals). It supports clients in achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) established by the United Nations. The recognised leader in infrastructure for the water sector, 
it operates in 50 countries. It has 85,000 direct and indirect employees from 100 nationalities, and a supply chain of more than 17,500 
businesses. In its 117 years of applied engineering on more than 3,200 projects, the Group has built 14,118 kilometres of rail and metro 
lines, 82,509 kilometres of roads and highways, 1,018 kilometres of bridges and viaducts, 3,396 kilometres of tunnels, and 313 dams 
and hydropower plants. Projects include the Genoa San Giorgio Bridge, the second Panama Canal, the Lake 2 Mead Third Intake 
hydraulic project near Las Vegas in the United States, the Airport Line in Perth, Australia and the Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural 
Center in Athens. Projects under construction include the Brenner Base Tunnel, Line 4 of the Milan metro system, the Terzo Valico dei 
Giovi‐Nodo di Genova in Italy, and the North East Link of Melbourne in Australia. As of June 30, 2023, the Group had total orders worth 
€61 billion, with more than 90% of the Group’s construction backlog related to projects linked to the advancement of the United Nations 
2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Webuild, subject to the direction and coordination of Salini Costruttori S.p.A., is 
headquartered in Italy and is listed on the Milan stock exchange (WBD; WBD.MI; WBD:IM). Since 2021, it is member of the MIB ESG, 
the index of Italian companies with the best ESG practices. 

More information at www.webuildgroup.com  

         
 

Contacts: 
 
Media Relations  
Francesca Romana Chiarano                                                                      
Tel. +39 338 247 482 
email: f.chiarano@webuildgroup.com  
 
Australia Communications  
Gilles Castonguay  
Tel. +61 461 455 432  
email: gr.castonguay@webuild-group.com.au  
 

 
 

 


