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PRESS NOTE 

WEBUILD CEO SALINI: STRAIT OF MESSINA BRIDGE CRUCIAL FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
SOUTH OF ITALY, FOR EMPLOYMENT AND FOR ATTRACTING THE YOUNG, WITH TRANSPARECNY 

AND LEGALITY 
 

URGENT NEED TO MEET THE DROUGHT ISSUE, HUGE POTENTIAL OF RESOURCES AND 
TECHNOLOGIES FOR INFRASTRUCTURES INDISPENSABLE FOR WATER 

 
 

Milan, March 22, 2024 – "The Strait of Messina Bridge is a crucial work for the development of the South 
of Italy, for greater employment levels, for creating know-how and for attracting young talents. We are ready 
to start with a unique project from an engineering perspective, ensuring the maximum levels of transparency 
and legality, just like in all our construction sites, creating premium quality employment, especially for the 
young”. This is what Webuild CEO Pietro Salini said during his interview on the Re Start programme on Italian 
TV channel RAI 3 today. 

Salini went on to recall that all tests relating to the Strait of Messina Bridge were made by main world-
renowned experts, and that the project has been unanimously approved by the Technical-Scientific 
Committee. “Large infrastructural works are oftentimes at the very heart of many debates when they are 
being built. This is what happened for the Autostrada del Sole motorway, and for the Italian high-speed 
railways, which as of today we could never do without”. 

Salini highlighted the sector's importance in providing employment and a future to the young women and 
men, especially in the South of Italy, where the numbers of the unemployed young are amongst the highest 
in Europe. “Webuild is active in Italy with 31 projects, of which 19 of these in the South. In Italy, we are almost 
17,000 people, and we foresee to hire a further 10,000, 88% of which in the South of Italy, by 2026: resources 
with specialized skills that we cannot find on the market, and who we are therefore hiring and training. We in 
fact created the Cantiere Lavoro Italia programme with training centres that allow ensuring greater 
competitiveness in the sector. We estimate training 1,300-1,400 people every year. Our wish is to allow the 
South of Italy a new start, as this area of the nation has been left behind for too many years, but that is now 
instead seeing a new unprecedented phase of investments in infrastructure and employment. We are also 
localizing new production centres in the South of Italy too. In Sicily, we have, in fact, already opened a first 
automated factory that produces precast concrete segments to line the tunnels of the high-capacity railways 
that are being built on the island by the Group, and we will soon be opening a second in Enna. Investing in 
technology, innovation and skills in the South of Italy must be the main goal of the nation now, so that we stop 
losing precious resources”.  

“And in the South, new investments in the water sector must also be made, as this precious resource risks 
not reaching the homes of citizens and the industries present there, due to the drought issue. And there really 
is a huge potential in the sector. The Italian water sector, during the last five years, invested 59 euros per 
inhabitant, 23 euros less than the European average summed to the UK one together, and the National 
Resilience Plan (PNRR) only dedicates 4% to the water sector. Italy has obsolete water infrastructures that 
loose over 40% of water during the distribution phase. It is in fact the fourth worse-off nation in the European 
Union: 60% of the water infrastructures go back more than 30 years, and 25% date back to over 50 years. 
Moreover, only 4% of the wastewater is destined for reuse in agriculture”. 
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Webuild has been leading already for many years the water sector, both with regard to desalination and 
wastewater treatment, and also for dam purposes. Over 20 million people are daily served by the plants 
constructed by its subsidiary Fisia Italimpianti, while another 16 million people approximately will benefit from 
the currently ongoing construction works that are building new hydraulic infrastructures. “On this front, I must 
say, we are very active. Especially in the Middle East, where drought is a central topic. But we are also here 
now to serve Italy, so that even here the water issue can be solved", ended Salini.  

**** 

Webuild is a global leader in the design and construction of large, complex projects in the sectors of sustainable mobility, hydropower, 
water management and production, and green buildings. For many years, the recognized leader in the water sector, also ranking among 
the Top 10 international players in Australia, Europe and the US, the Group has consolidated experience in 50 countries. In almost 120 
years of applied engineering on more than 3,200 projects, the Webuild Group has built 14,140 kilometres of rail and metro lines, 82,533 
kilometres of roads and highways, 1,020 kilometres of bridges and viaducts, 3,408 kilometres of tunnels, and 313 dams and hydropower 
plants. Projects include the Bridge over the Danube River in Braila in Romania, and the Genoa Long Beach International Gateway in 
California; the expansion of the Panama Canal and the Third Bosphorus Bridge in Turkey; the Kingdom Centre skyscraper in Riyadh in 
Saudi Arabia, and metro lines in Copenhagen, Paris, Rome, Milan, Doha and Ryadh. Projects under construction include the New Genoa 
Breakwater, the Brenner Base Tunnel, Line 4 of Milan's metro, and Line C of Rome's metro, the Genoa-Milan high-capacity railway line, 
the Snowy 2.0 hydroelectric project in Australia, and the Trojena project for NEOM in Saudi Arabia. As of December 31, 2023, the 
Webuild Group with 87,000 people, achieved €10 billion in total revenues, and a total backlog of €64 billion, with over 90% of its 
construction backlog related to projects linked to the advancement of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
Webuild, subject to the direction and coordination of Salini Costruttori S.p.A., is headquartered in Italy and is listed on the Milan stock 
exchange (WBD; WBD.MI; WBD:IM). Since 2021, it is member of the MIB ESG, the index of Italian companies with the best ESG practices. 

More information at www.webuildgroup.com 
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