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PRESS NOTE 

WEBUILD: NEW WATER SYSTEM FOR THE PIANA DI CATANIA AREA ZEROES ALL WATER LEAKAGE   

25 KM OF OLD PIPES NOW REPLACED TO SUPPLY SICILIAN ORANGE ORCHARDS 

WORK PART OF THE INTERVENTIONS TO BUILD THE PALERMO-CATANIA RAILWAY LINE 

 

 
 The Group replaced a pipe system that dated back to over 50 years, which was not completely 

mapped on the railway line route, and that leaked approximately 60% of the water 
 

 Activities were carried out with RFI and the Consorizio di Bonifica della Regione Siciliana (Sicilian 
Region Reclamation Consortium), with an investment exceeding 10 million euros. 

 
Milan, May 13, 2024 – Twenty-five kilometres of new water pipes in one of the Italian territories most 

subject to drought. In the Piana di Catania area, works to replace part of the hydraulic system have been 
substantially completed. In fact, the water system was 50 years old and leaked 60% of the water damaging the 
agricultural companies that cultivate red oranges in Sicily. The new piping system will operate during the 
forthcoming water irrigation season, which normally starts at the beginning of June. 

This intervention was possible thanks to Webuild who worked in synergy with the Consorzio di Bonifica 
della Regione Siciliana. It was commissioned by RFI who invested 10 million euros and is part of the activities 
linked to the construction of the doubling of the railway line of the Bicocca-Catenanuova section of the new 
Palermo-Catania railway line that will change how people move on the island. 
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The new pipes zeroed the water leakages in the renewed part, in an area covering 40,000 hectares where 
the regional irrigation system was modernized in the '60s. Works on Lot 6 of the doubling of the railway line 
of the Palermo-Catania passed through the Piana di Catania area that covers 60,000 hectares. The area is 
among the most fertile in Sicily, and is mainly cultivated with citrus groves, and in minor part also with 
vegetables and cereals.  

Interventions on the water system began during the 2022 Fall, once the interferences between the railway 
being built and the irrigation pipelines, canals and pipes, were identified, as part of the infrastructure project 
activities. Works therefore focused on the need to replace or deviate the existing pipelines, reaching the 
completion phase with the construction of approximately 25 km of ductile cast iron and high-density 
polyethylene piping (PEAD), which ensures the maximum hygienic standards to transport water, and a high 
resistance to corrosion, traction and to impact.  

Works were carried out by Webuild, ensuring the respect of the timings of the railway works, and 
concomitantly providing the possibility to keep irrigating during very hot periods with drought, therefore 
safeguarding the agricultural owners of the territory.  

The intervention allowed creating a more precise map of the existing water system and is part of a water 
shortage situation that is present in Italy and that in the South and especially in Sicily, is a real emergency. In 
fact, the island has to often ration water for hundreds of thousands of citizens. During the last five years, on 
average, the Italian water sector, invested 59 euros per inhabitant, 23 euros less than the European average 
summed to UK together, and the National Resilience Plan (PNRR) only dedicates 4% to the water sector. Italy 
has obsolete water infrastructures that loose over 40% of water during the distribution phase. It is the fourth 
worse-off nation in the European Union: 60% of the water is older than 30 years, and 25% dates back to over 
50 years. Moreover, only 4% of the wastewater is destined for reuse in agriculture. 

Webuild has been leading already for many years the water sector, both with regard to desalination and 
wastewater treatment, and also for dam purposes. Over 20 million people are daily served by the plants 
constructed by its subsidiary Fisia Italimpianti, while another 16 million people approximately will benefit from 
the currently ongoing construction works building new hydraulic infrastructures.  

If, on the one hand, Sicily presents a situation with great water shortage and a need to hugely invest in the 
sector, on the other hand the region is going through a historical phase with great development in the 
sustainable mobility sector. In Sicily, Webuild is in fact currently involved in the implementation of 8 projects, 
referring to seven sections of the Palermo-Catania-Messina high-capacity railway line and Lot 1 of the Ragusa-
Catania highway corridor. These are large-scale projects designed to transform and innovate the region's 
infrastructure system and promise to generate a strong employment boost and a major spin-off for the region. 
To complete these projects, it is estimated that about 7,000 jobs will be created, including direct and third-
party personnel, of which about 1,700 people are already at work, while the supply chain from the start of 
work consists of about 1,150 companies.     

Lot 6, with works now having reached 75% of the total, foresees doubling approximately 38 km of high-
speed railway line between Catenanuova and Bicocca, on the Palermo-Catania route, partly built alongside 
the historical line, now a single track one, in part by building a new and different route entirely on double 
track. The route will help improve rail service between Enna and Catania ensuring more transits and reduced 
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travel times.  The section is an important piece to strengthen the railway connections with the ports of Catania, 
Augusta, and Palermo, and with the airports of Palermo and Catania. 

*** 
Webuild is a global leader in the design and construction of large, complex projects in the sectors of sustainable mobility, hydropower, water 
management and production, and green buildings. For many years, the recognized leader in the water sector, also ranking among the Top 10 
international players in Australia, Europe and the US, the Group has consolidated experience in 50 countries. In almost 120 years of applied engineering 
on more than 3,200 projects, the Webuild Group has built 14,140 kilometres of rail and metro lines, 82,533 kilometres of roads and highways, 1,020 
kilometres of bridges and viaducts, 3,408 kilometres of tunnels, and 313 dams and hydropower plants. Projects include the Bridge over the Danube River 
in Braila in Romania, and the Genoa Long Beach International Gateway in California; the expansion of the Panama Canal and the Third Bosphorus Bridge 
in Turkey; the Kingdom Centre skyscraper in Riyadh in Saudi Arabia, and metro lines in Copenhagen, Paris, Rome, Milan, Doha and Ryadh. Projects under 
construction include the New Genoa Breakwater, the Brenner Base Tunnel, Line 4 of Milan's metro, and Line C of Rome's metro, the Genoa-Milan high-
capacity railway line, the Snowy 2.0 hydroelectric project in Australia, and the Trojena project for NEOM in Saudi Arabia. As of December 31, 2023, the 
Webuild Group with 87,000 people, achieved €10 billion in total revenues, and a total backlog of €64 billion, with over 90% of its construction backlog 
related to projects linked to the advancement of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Webuild, subject to the direction and 
coordination of Salini Costruttori S.p.A., is headquartered in Italy and is listed on the Milan stock exchange (WBD; WBD.MI; WBD:IM). Since 2021, it is 
member of the MIB ESG, the index of Italian companies with the best ESG practices. 

More information at www.webuildgroup.com 
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