
 
 

PRESS NOTE 

WEBUILD GLOBALLY NO. 1 IN ENR RANKING FOR THE WATER SECTOR,                                                            
AND AMONG THE BEST FOR OVER A DECADE  

GROUP RANKED 14TH AMONG INTERNATIONAL CONTRACTORS AND AMONG THE FIRST 5 IN 
AUSTRALIA 
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Milan, September 13, 2024 – This year, Webuild has once again confirmed its NO. 1 ranking in the water 
sector. The Group ranked among the very best in the ENR rankings (the reference magazine for the sector at 
an international level) for over a decade already. And once again it has won over the giant Chinese state-owned 
group, therefore demonstrating its solid resilience and capacity to seize the opportunities that stem from the 
structural megatrends, like the energy and climate transition, resource scarcity and the demographic growth, 
in a constantly evolving sector. Webuild concomitantly continues to climb the Australian market, where it 
stands among the Top 5 international contractors, in a growth journey through the construction of strategic 
projects that support Australia's energy transition programmes.  

The ENR 2024 Top 250 international constructors ranking, based on the 2023 revenues of construction 
companies outside their domestic markets, saw Webuild climbing to the 14th position, a further step up from 
the position gained in 2023, with over 7 billion dollars of revenues created outside Italy, as of December 31, 
2023. 

In 2023, the Webuild Group further consolidated its development journey thanks to a strategy based on 
the construction and design of highly complex and innovative infrastructures (i.e. hydraulic works, railway 
lines, metros and bridges) that allowed it to become the reference partner for clients on the global level, with 
a constant capacity to deliver, with over 270 works delivered in the last decade. The Group has also aimed at 
consolidating its leadership position in its key markets like Europe, Australia, the United States and the Middle 
East, also continuing its risk mitigating policy. Implemented strategies also allowed Webuild to become much 
bigger in size, consequently allowing it to invest in innovation, training, health and safety, legality, and strategic 
projects aimed at business de-risking, at improving its profit and cash generation, besides deleveraging. 



 
 

The hydro energy and clean water sectors represent a significant portion of the Group's revenues, which 
equal to 22% of the total as of June 30, 2024, and are mainly the result of the advancements made in technically 
challenging hydroelectric projects, which are best practices on the global level for their innovation: like Snowy 
2.0. the largest project to produce renewable energy in Australia; or the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam 
(GERD), in Ethiopia, that, once finished, will become Africa's largest dam. Fisia Italimpianti, the Group's 
subsidiary that serves over 20 million people with its desalination plants mainly located in the Middle East, also 
contributed to these results. Today, seawater desalination is in fact one of the most promising methods to 
solve water scarcity issues, allowing the supply of clean, potable water for private and public daily use, for 
industrial processes, for sanitary usage, and more.  

Hydraulic engineering works have always represented one of the Group's distinctive premium features.  
Among infrastructural engineering and construction activities in the water sector, Webuild is globally a 
protagonist with projects that, for their importance, are now part of history: i.e. like the expansion of the 
Panama Canal, considered to be the most important engineering feat of the 21th century, and among the most 
complex ever to be built in terms of technical skills and the future impact on international trade; and the 
hydraulic tunnel of Lake Mead, an articulated water intake and transport system of one of the largest artificial 
lakes in the United States.   

The Group's improved ranking in the Australian market is the acknowledgement of a growth strategy 
pursued by Webuild for many years already. Australia is the Group's most important non-domestic market, 
with revenues reaching 24% of the total; with Clough, its Australian subsidiary, the Group is also expanding 
towards other sectors: In Melbourne, in fact, Webuild is constructing the tunnels of the North East Link, a 
significant section of the city's motorway network. In Sydney, it is participating in building the railway line that 
will reach the Western Sydney International Airport, the largest PPP (Public-Private Partnership) project in New 
South Wales, where the Group is also working on the Snowy 2.0 project. In the Northern Territory, the two 
companies are starting works to build a shiplift system in the Port of Darwin, the largest of its kind in the 
Australian State. While in Western Australia, they are building one of the world's largest urea plants to produce 
fertilizers, and a project to strengthen the sludge treatment process of this state's largest wastewater 
treatment plants.    

*** 

Webuild is a global leader in the design and construction of large, complex projects in the sectors of sustainable mobility, hydropower, 
water management and production, and green buildings.  For many years, the recognized leader in the water sector, also ranking among 
the Top 10 international players in Australia, Europe and the US, the Group has consolidated experience in 50 countries.  In almost 120 
years of applied engineering on more than 3,200 projects, the Group has built 14,140 kilometres of rail and metro lines, 82,533 
kilometres of roads and highways, 1,020 kilometres of bridges and viaducts, 3,408 kilometres of tunnels, and 313 dams and hydropower 
plants. Tra i progetti più noti l’espansione del Canale di Panama, il Long Beach International Gateway in California, il Terzo Ponte sul 
Bosforo in Turchia, il ponte skytrain della linea metropolitana a Nord-Ovest a Sydney, il grattacielo Kingdom Centre a Riad in Arabia 
Saudita, linee metropolitane a Copenaghen, Parigi, Roma, Milano, Doha e Riad. Tra i progetti in corso, la Nuova Diga Foranea di Genova, 
la Galleria di Base del Brennero, la Linea 4 della Metro di Milano e la Linea C della Metro di Roma, la linea ad alta capacità tra Genova 
e Milano, tratte ferroviarie sulle direttrici AV Napoli-Bari e AC Palermo-Catania-Messina, il progetto idroelettrico Snowy 2.0 in Australia 
e il progetto Trojena per NEOM in Arabia Saudita. Al 30 giugno 2024, con circa 90.000 persone il Gruppo Webuild ha registrato un 
backlog complessivo di €65 miliardi e oltre il 90% del backlog construction relativo a progetti legati all’avanzamento degli obiettivi di 
sviluppo sostenibile (SDG) delle Nazioni Unite. Al 31 dicembre 2023, il Gruppo ha registrato ricavi totali per €10 miliardi. Webuild, subject 
to the direction and coordination of Salini Costruttori S.p.A., is headquartered in Italy and is listed on the Milan stock exchange (WBD; 
WBD.MI; WBD:IM).  Since 2021, it is member of the MIB ESG, the index of Italian companies with the best ESG practices. 

More information at www.webuildgroup.com 
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