
 

 
PRESS RELEASE 

SALINI, CEO OF WEBUILD: “WE ARE PROUD TO DELIVER THE ENTIRE M4 LINE TO THE CITY 
TODAY, A CHALLENGING PROJECT UNDER THE HEART OF MILAN, MADE POSSIBLE BY THE 

UNIQUE SKILLS OF THE GROUP AND ALL THE PEOPLE WHO WORKED ON IT.” 

WITH THE OPENING OF 13 NEW STATIONS, THE COMPLETE 15-KILOMETRE ROUTE                                      
OF THE BLUE LINE, WHICH CONNECTS THE OUTSKIRTS TO THE CITY CENTRE FROM EAST TO WEST                                     

IN JUST 30 MINUTES, IS NOW FULLY OPERATIONAL. 

THE FUTURE OF OUR GENERATION, AND THOSE TO COME, HINGES ON THE SUCCESSFUL 
COMPLETION OF COMPLEX INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS                                                                               

AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF SKILLED TRAINING PROGRAMMES 

 

● Cutting the ribbon for the last section of the line with Matteo Salvini, Minister of 
Infrastructure and Transport, and Beppe Sala, Mayor of Milan 

● An innovative project excavated to a maximum depth of 30 meters beneath the city, 
featuring significant urban regeneration initiatives and the preservation of historical 
heritage 

 
Milan, October 12, 2024 – Crossing Milan from east to west in just 30 minutes is now a reality thanks to 

the Metro Line 4, built by Webuild for the City of Milan. The inaugural journey of the first train took place 
this morning, departing from San Cristoforo station and heading to Linate Airport, completing the route, 
which has been partially operational since 2023, from San Babila to the airport in 12 minutes. The ceremony 
was attended by the Minister of Infrastructure and Transport, Matteo Salvini; the Mayor of Milan, Beppe 
Sala; and Webuild CEO, Pietro Salini. Present at the ceremony was also the Greek Minister of Infrastructure 
and Transport, Chrīstos Staikouras, in view of the inauguration of the Thessaloniki Metro, also built by 
Webuild in a consortium, scheduled for later this year. 

“We are here today to represent all those who worked with us on this innovative project that transforms 
the face of the city. The Blue Line,” said Salini, “is a project brought to life thanks to the unique, professional 
expertise of people and companies, whose work has delivered a line that holds great value not only in terms 
of engineering but also in sustainability, the preservation of historical heritage, and urban renewal. 
Constructive collaboration with institutions and partners was crucial in delivering this project responsibly, 
even during a highly complex period that was the COVID-19 pandemic. The construction of the M4 results 
from a vision shared by successive administrations, all committed to realizing a dream: to strengthen the 
city’s leadership by turning into action the core values of shared well-being expressed in the Constitution. 
This vision extended beyond merely creating a sustainable mobility project; it incorporated urban 



 

regeneration along the entire M4 route to make the city even more people-focused. I want to thank all the 
companies in the supply chain, our excellent partners, and above all, the people who worked on this project, 
bringing to Milan their unique expertise gained from working on some of the largest projects in the world. 
Like other projects underway across the country, the M4 is a testament to Italy’s ability to deliver essential 
infrastructure for the future of millions.” 

The construction of the Blue Line involved many women and men from Webuild and its partners, Hitachi 
Rail and Mer Mec, with a total of 16,000 people engaged throughout the project's duration, including direct 
and third-party personnel, as well as 1,300 outstanding companies in the supply chain. Today’s ceremony 
also served as an opportunity to honour the worker Raffaele Ielpo, with a commemorative plaque dedicated 
to him, following the accident that unfortunately occurred at a construction site with some of the best safety 
standards in the world. 

The Blue Line is set to significantly improve urban mobility and reduce the environmental impact of city 
transportation. With today’s inauguration, the entire route is now operational, consisting of 21 stations and 
extending over 15 kilometres. The Milan metro network now spans 118 kilometres, making it the sixth largest 
in Europe by length. 

The new line can accommodate up to 24,000 passengers per hour per direction, with an expected 86 
million passengers annually, helping to prevent the emission of 75,000 tons of CO2 each year. 

The M4 project has been groundbreaking in many ways. The line is fully automated and driverless, 
ensuring maximum safety for passengers. To construct it, 25 kilometres of tunnels were excavated using 
Tunnel Boring Machines (TBMs), with stations built as close as 1.5 meters from the foundations of buildings. 
Approximately 1.5 million cubic meters of soil were removed. Specific conveyor belts were utilized to dispose 
of the excavated earth, which helped avoid 75,000 truck trips in the city centre. 

The Blue Line is also the deepest metro line in Milan, reaching a maximum depth of 30 meters. For the 
construction of the secondary tunnels, an eco-sustainable and innovative freezing method was employed, 
utilizing liquid nitrogen to freeze the groundwater, which facilitates excavation operations in soil similar to 
those found underground in Milan. 

However, the interventions didn't only extend to the underground areas of Milan. The project also 
included the urban regeneration of over 246,000 square meters, with more than 66,000 square meters 
dedicated to green spaces. This includes new bike lanes, playgrounds, and a pedestrian and cycling bridge in 
San Cristoforo that connects two areas of the neighborhood across the Naviglio Grande and the railway 
station. 

The M4 in Milan is part of the Group's impressive track record, which includes the construction of over 
820 kilometres of metro lines worldwide. This includes some of the most stunning Art Stations of the Naples 
Metro, such as the award-winning Università and Toledo stations. In Italy, the Group is currently building 
Line C of the Rome Metro, which will traverse the heart of the capital with museum-like stations designed to 
showcase the significant archaeological heritage uncovered during the excavations. The Group is also 



 

working on projects in Naples, including the Capodichino station on Line 1 and the Monte Sant’Angelo station 
on the Monte Sant’Angelo branch. Abroad, in addition to the Thessaloniki Metro, the Group is involved in 
the Grand Paris Express, with the recently awarded Lot 2 of Line 15 Western Section, and Lot 2 of Line 16, 
which is nearing completion. 

*** 

Webuild is a global leader in the design and construction of large, complex projects in the sectors of sustainable mobility, hydropower, 
water management and production, and green buildings. For many years, the recognized leader in the water sector, also ranking 
among the Top 10 international players in Australia, Europe and the US, the Group has consolidated experience in 50 countries. In 
almost 120 years of applied engineering on more than 3,200 projects, the Webuild Group has built 14,140 kilometres of rail and metro 
lines, 82,533 kilometres of roads and highways, 1,020 kilometres of bridges and viaducts, 3,408 kilometres of tunnels, and 313 dams 
and hydropower plants. Projects include the expansion of the Panama Canal, the Long Beach International Gateway in California, the 
Third Bosphorus Bridge in Turkey, the skytrain bridge of the metropolitan train line north-west of Sydney, the Kingdom Centre 
skyscraper in Riyadh in Saudi Arabia, and metro lines in Copenhagen, Paris, Rome, Milan, Doha and Ryadh. Projects under construction 
include the New Genoa Breakwater, the Brenner Base Tunnel, Line 4 of Milan's metro, and Line C of Rome's metro, the Genoa-Milan 
high-capacity railway line, and railway lines on the HS Naples-Bari and HC Palermo-Catania-Messina railway routes, the Snowy 2.0 
hydroelectric project in Australia, and the Trojena project for NEOM in Saudi Arabia. As of June 30, 2024, the Webuild Group with 
approximately 90,000 people, achieved a total backlog of €65 billion, with over 90% of its construction backlog related to projects 
linked to the advancement of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). As of December 31, 2023, the Group 
achieved €10 billion in total revenues. Webuild, subject to the direction and coordination of Salini Costruttori S.p.A., is headquartered 
in Italy and is listed on the Milan stock exchange (WBD; WBD.MI; WBD:IM). Since 2021, it is member of the MIB ESG, the index of 
Italian companies with the best ESG practices. 
 

More information at www.webuildgroup.com 
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