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PRESS RELEASE 

     WEBUILD: THESSALONIKI METRO COMPLETED. FINAL TOUCHES IN PLACE AHEAD OF THE 
NOVEMBER 30 INAUGURATION  

 
A METRO THAT DIGS INTO HISTORY: SIGNIFICANT ARCHEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES TO BE 

DISPLAYED IN A STATION-MUSEUM 
 

 
 

● The final testing phases are underway for the 10-kilometre line, featuring 13 stations. 
● These archaeological excavations are the largest ever conducted in the city, covering an area 

of 30,000 square meters and leading to the discovery of the ancient Roman road, the 
“decumanus maximus”. 

 

Milan, November 5, 2024 – Final touches are underway ahead of the inauguration on November 30 for the 
new Thessaloniki metro line, built in Greece by Webuild in a joint venture. The project is based on the city’s 
first automated underground line and has been marked by significant engineering complexities: excavation 
work was carried out in Thessaloniki’s most densely populated and congested area, which led to the discovery 
and preservation of archaeological treasures that reflect the city’s rich history.  

The 10-kilometre line includes 13 new stations and was largely excavated using two Tunnel Boring 
Machines (TBMs). Thessaloniki’s project exemplifies an infrastructure site deeply interconnected with urban 
development, city planning, and, at the same time, with the history and archaeology of the area – similar to 
Milan’s M4 line and Rome’s Metro C.  

To ensure the preservation, recovery, and enhancement of artefacts, the tunnels of the Greek metro were 
constructed at an average depth of 20 metres. Some stations were redesigned during construction to allow 
artefacts to remain in their original location, as in the case of Demokratias Station, which was shifted 10 
metres to position the remains above a Byzantine-era wall uncovered during excavation. The archaeological 
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excavations, the largest ever conducted in the city, covered an area of 30,000 square metres, leading to the 
discovery of numerous marble slabs from the renowned Roman road known as the Decumanus Maximus.  

The Thessaloniki Metro, built for Elliniko Metro in partnership with a consortium that includes Italy’s 
Hitachi and Greece’s Aktor, is expected to transport 315,000 passengers per day, with train frequencies of 90 
seconds during peak hours. Once operational, it is estimated to help prevent 77,000 tons of CO2 emissions 
per year, thanks to a reduction of approximately 60.000 vehicles on the roads each day.  

Webuild has a longstanding presence in Greece, dating back to the 1950s. In the sustainable mobility 
sector, the Group has contributed to the extension of Athens Metro Line 3 between Monastiraki and Egaleo 
and, earlier, to the development of the city’s tram system in preparation for the 2004 Olympic Games. In 
Greece, Webuild also completed one of its most iconic projects, the Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural 
Center, which houses the National Library with over 2 million volumes and the Greek National Opera. 
Designed by the Renzo Piano Building Workshop (RPBW), this project combines art with technical excellence, 
and one of the most evident examples of this synergy is the Canopy, a suspended shell covering 10,000 square 
metres that overlooks the structure.  

The Thessaloniki Metro is part of the Group's track record, which includes the construction of 
approximately 850 kilometres of metro lines worldwide, including Line 4 of the Milan Metro and some of the 
most beautiful Art Stations of the Naples Metro, including the award-winning Università and Toledo stations. 
In Italy, the Group is currently constructing Rome’s Metro Line C, as well as the Capodichino station on Line 1 
and the Monte Sant’Angelo station on the Monte Sant’Angelo branch in Naples. The Group is also active      
abroad, in the Grand Paris Express, which includes the recently awarded Line 15 West and the ongoing 
completion of Lot 2 of Line 16.  

*** 
Webuild is a global leader in the design and construction of large, complex projects in the sectors of sustainable mobility, hydropower, 
water management and production, and green buildings. For many years, the recognized leader in the water sector, also ranking 
among the Top 10 international players in Australia, Europe and the US, the Group has consolidated experience in 50 countries. In 
almost 120 years of applied engineering on more than 3,200 projects, the Webuild Group has built 14,140 kilometres of rail and metro 
lines, 82,533 kilometres of roads and highways, 1,020 kilometres of bridges and viaducts, 3,408 kilometres of tunnels, and 313 dams 
and hydropower plants. Projects include the expansion of the Panama Canal, the Long Beach International Gateway in California, the 
Third Bosphorus Bridge in Turkey, the skytrain bridge of the metropolitan train line north-west of Sydney, the Kingdom Centre 
skyscraper in Riyadh in Saudi Arabia, and metro lines in Copenhagen, Paris, Rome, Milan, Doha and Riyadh. Projects under construction 
include the New Genoa Breakwater, the Brenner Base Tunnel, Line C of Rome's metro, the Genoa-Milan high-capacity railway line, and 
railway lines on the HS Naples-Bari and HC Palermo-Catania-Messina railway routes, the Snowy 2.0 hydroelectric project in Australia, 
and the Trojena project for NEOM in Saudi Arabia. As of June 30, 2024, the Webuild Group with approximately 90,000 people, achieved 
a total backlog of €65 billion, with over 90% of its construction backlog related to projects linked to the advancement of the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). As of December 31, 2023, the Group achieved €10 billion in total revenues. Webuild, 
subject to the direction and coordination of Salini Costruttori S.p.A., is headquartered in Italy and is listed on the Milan stock exchange 
(WBD; WBD.MI; WBD:IM). Since 2021, it is member of the MIB ESG, the index of Italian companies with the best ESG practices. 

More information at www.webuildgroup.com 
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