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PRESS NOTE 

WEBUILD: 16th CAISSON OF NEW GENOA BREAKWATER INSTALLED  
 

CONSTRUCTION OF SUPERSTRUCTURE HAS ALSO BEGUN 

 
• A new large caisson eleven-story high has been set 
• Seabed consolidation and dredging activities proceed, ensuring structure’s stability and 

safety, and guaranteeing uninterrupted port activities: 4.2 million tons of material already 
placed, and nearly 110,000 cubic metres of sediment dredged 
 

GENOA, February 22, 2026 – The construction site of the New Genoa Breakwater has taken another step 
forward: the 16th caisson has been laid on the seabed, a concrete structure comparable in size to an eleven-
story building. After months of adverse weather and sea conditions, during a particularly unfavorable winter 
season, the laying of the caisson, which involved one of the largest of its kind on the project, was carried out 
by PerGenova Breakwater a consortium, led by Webuild, on behalf of the Western Ligurian Sea Port Authority. 

Work has also begun in parallel on the construction of the breakwater’s superstructure, which will 
become a long, continuous and uniform wall designed to dissipate the force of the waves and protect the 
port area. It will also redefine the visual aspect of the entry to the port. 

This section will be built entirely offshore, where a complex floating worksite will operate, consisting of a 
barge equipped with two concrete batching plants and a concrete pumping system, along with marine vessels 
and lifting equipment.  

Below the water’s surface, meanwhile, the invisible yet crucial work proceeds in consolidating the 
foundation: 4.2 million tons of material, including gravel and tout-venant, have already been laid with 
extreme precision to create a stable bed necessary for the placement of the caissons. This phase of the work 
is made possible thanks to the use of equipped pontoons and a fleet that includes more than 10 vessels with 
capacities ranging from 500 to 38,000 tons. On the seabed, more than 51,000 gravel columns and 3,870 drains 
have also been installed for consolidation purposes.  

Also offshore is the dredging work. Three vessels have removed nearly 110,000 cubic metres of sediment 
from the bottom of the access channels to the outer harbour, ensuring that the port can operate with the 
depths required for the largest of ships. This technical effort is accompanied by an eco-responsible approach 
that has guided every phase of the works, including the launch of a collaboration with the Genoa Aquarium 
for the temporary transfer and future relocation of marine organisms recovered from the seabed.  

The New Genoa Breakwater represents a major change for the city. It will redefine the area of the port of 
Genoa, protecting it from severe storms, and creating new manoeuvring spaces for the safe docking of a new 
generation of ships up to 400 metres long. The project is also part of a network of strategic infrastructure 
works also under development by Webuild, including the Terzo Valico dei Giovi–Genoa Junction One Project, 
designed to strengthen connections between the Mediterranean and the heart of Europe.   

*** 

Webuild is a global leader in the construction of large, complex infrastructure projects, with a focus on sustainable mobility, 
hydropower, water treatment, and green buildings. A recognized leader in the water sector and active in 50 countries, the Group 
employs approximately 95,000 people of over 125 nationalities. It boasts 120 years of experience with over 3,700 completed projects. 
Its track record includes 13,686 kilometres of railways, 895 kilometres of metro lines, 82,708 kilometres of roads and highways, 1,023 
kilometres of bridges and viaducts, and 320 dams and hydropower plants. Among its most iconic projects are the Grand Ethiopian 
Renaissance Dam in Ethiopia, the expansion of the Panama Canal, the Long Beach International Gateway bridge in California, the 
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Second Bosphorus Bridge in Turkey, the Sydney Metro Northwest skytrain viaduct and bridge, the Kingdom Centre skyscraper in Riyadh, 
and metro lines in cities such as Copenhagen, Paris, Rome, Milan, Naples, Doha, Thessaloniki, and Riyadh. Ongoing projects include 
the New Genoa Breakwater, the Brenner Base Tunnel, the Pedemontana Lombarda Highway, Metro di Roma’s Line C, the Genoa-Milan 
and Naples-Bari high-speed/high-capacity railways, the Palermo-Catania-Messina high-capacity railway, the Snowy 2.0 hydropower 
scheme in Australia and the Dams System in Trojena in Saudi Arabia. As of December 31, 2024, the Group registered total revenues of 
€12 billion. As of June 30, 2025, its total order backlog stands at approximately €59 billion, with over 90% of its construction backlog 
related to projects linked to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. Listed on the Borsa Italiana stock exchange in Milan 
(WBD; WBD.MI; WBD:IM), it is member of the MIB ESG index of Italian companies with best ESG practices. Headquartered in Italy, it 
is subject to the management and coordination of Salini Costruttori S.p.A. 
 

More information at www.webuildgroup.com 
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