
 

  
 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

WEBUILD: THE NEW GENOA BREAKWATER PASSES THE FIRST KILOMETRE OF DEVELOPMENT 
TWENTY-THIRD CAISSON INSTALLED 

 
THE CONSTRUCTION SITE IS PROGRESSING ON MULTIPLE FRONTS AT A STEADY PACE, 

SHAPING ONE OF THE MOST COMPLEX MARITIME PROJECTS IN EUROPE 
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• Seabed consolidation works continue, along with the construction of the next caissons 

 
Genoa, 9 June 2026 – Construction of the New Genoa Breakwater continues at a fast pace. With the 

successful installation of the twenty-third caisson completed today, the project has surpassed the first 
kilometre of total length, confirming the steady progress of the works and the solidity of the execution 
framework. The project is being carried out by the PerGenova Breakwater Consortium, led by Webuild, on 
behalf of the Port System Authority of the Western Ligurian Sea. 
Alongside the installation of the caissons, seabed consolidation activities are continuing without interruption, 
a crucial phase to ensure the stability of the infrastructure. The construction site operates continuously, seven 
days a week, involving complex operations that require advanced technologies and highly specialized 
expertise. 
 



 

  
 

 
“The milestone of surpassing the first kilometre of the New Breakwater is a concrete measure of the 

progress of one of the most complex maritime projects in Europe. The installation of the twenty-third caisson 
confirms that work is progressing steadily, thanks to a solid execution framework and constant coordination 
among all stakeholders involved,” said Carlo De Simone, Deputy Commissioner for the Genoa Reconstruction. 
“As the Commissioner Structure, we closely monitor every phase of this project to ensure compliance with 
timelines, safety during operations, and full transparency in the use of public resources. The technical 
complexity of a project carried out at sea, seven days a week, requires highly specialized expertise and careful 
oversight: it is a commitment that honours the history and maritime vocation of Genoa. The new breakwater 
is not only a strategic infrastructure for the port and the city, but also a decisive investment for the 
competitiveness of the national system in the Mediterranean. Each caisson installed brings Genoa closer to a 
new logistical capacity capable of generating qualified employment, development, and value for the entire 
area.” 
 

“Reaching the first kilometre of the New Breakwater represents an important milestone in the 
development of a strategic project for the future of the Port of Genoa and the entire national logistics system. 
It is not only a technical achievement: it is tangible proof of how a long-term vision can turn into real results 
through the daily work of many people,” commented Matteo Paroli, President of the Port System Authority 
of the Western Ligurian Sea. “The New Breakwater is the main intervention within a broader public investment 
programme that, between Genoa and Savona, totals €3.6 billion. Projects of this scale require planning 
capacity, administrative quality, continuity in decision-making, and strong collaboration among all involved 
institutions. These are the elements that allow available resources to be transformed into infrastructure 
capable of generating competitiveness, development, and new investment opportunities. I would like to 
sincerely thank all the institutions involved and those contributing to the project. The New Breakwater is 
certainly an extraordinarily complex engineering work, but it is also the result of the daily efforts of many 
people who, often away from the spotlight, ensure coordination of activities, management of procedures, and 
continuous progress of the project. It is thanks to this shared commitment that a strategic infrastructure for 
the port, the territory, and the country is gradually becoming a reality.” 
 

“Surpassing the first kilometre of the New Breakwater,” highlighted Pietro Salini, CEO of Webuild, “marks 
a result of great engineering and industrial value, demonstrating the ability of the Italian supply chain to 
operate effectively in some of the most complex environments in Europe. It is a milestone that showcases 
expertise, innovation, and a broad, integrated production chain, working daily at sea with high standards of 
quality and safety. The new breakwater is part of a broader and integrated infrastructure vision which, 
together with the Terzo Valico dei Giovi–Genoa Node, will help strengthen and project the role of Genoa and 
its port as the main gateway to the Mediterranean and a strategic hub within European corridors. Projects 
like these contribute to the modernization of the country by attracting investments, strengthening 
competitiveness, generating skilled employment, and activating supply chains, thus creating lasting value for 
territories. Projects of this magnitude also reaffirm the central role of investment in modern and sustainable 
infrastructure as a key driver of economic and social development”. 
 

The New Genoa Breakwater project today involves a wide and diverse technical community, engaged daily 
in an integrated system of activities that brings together different professional profiles: engineers, 
technicians, maritime operators, divers, and personnel specialized in offshore operations and port logistics. 



 

  
 

 
This collective effort is also an important opportunity to enhance maritime professions, a core element of 
Genoa’s identity, now reinterpreted through innovation, safety, and continuous training. 
 

With its advanced configuration – set further offshore, designed to accommodate next-generation vessels, 
and intended to improve accessibility and safety within the port – this new infrastructure introduces a step 
change in the capacity of the city’s port system. It means more efficient routes, greater international 
competitiveness, new opportunities for maritime traffic and investments, confirming that the project will not 
only be a strategic infrastructure for the port and the city’s development, but also a major industrial initiative 
capable of generating expertise, skilled employment, and value for the entire national system. 

 
*** 

Webuild is a global leader in the construction of large, complex infrastructure, with a focus on sustainable mobility, hydropower, water 
treatment and supply, and green buildings. It has long been recognised as the world’s top contractor in the water infrastructure 
sector. Active in approximately 50 countries, the Group employs some 95,000 people directly and indirectly of over 125 nationalities. 
With 120 years of history and over 3,700 completed projects, Webuild boasts a track record that includes 13,686 kilometres of railways, 
895 kilometres of metros, 82,708 kilometres of roads and highways, 1,023 kilometres of bridges and viaducts, 3,466 kilometres of 
tunnels, and 320 dams and hydropower plants. Among its most iconic delivered projects are the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, 
the expansion of the Panama Canal, the Long Beach International Gateway in the United States, the Second Bosphorus Bridge in 
Turkey, the Riachuelo environmental restoration system in Argentina, and new metro lines in cities such as Copenhagen, Paris, Rome, 
Milan, Naples, Doha, Thessaloniki, and Riyadh. Among those under construction are strategic public works in Italy, such as the New 
Genoa Breakwater, the Brenner Base Tunnel, the Pedemontana Lombarda Highway, Rome Metro’s Line C, sections of high-speed 
and/or high-capacity railways between Genoa and Milan, Verona and Padua, Naples and Bari, and Palermo, Catania and Messina. 
Abroad, there is the Snowy 2.0 hydropower scheme in Australia and key sections of the Grand Paris Express in France. As of December 
31, 2025, the Group reported total revenues of €13.6 billion and a total order backlog of €58.4 billion, with over 95% of the construction 
backlog aligned with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. Webuild is headquartered in Italy and subject to the direction 
and coordination of Salini Costruttori S.p.A. Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (WBD; WBD.MI; WBD:IM), its stock is included in the 
MIB ESG index of Italy’s leading blue-chip companies for ESG practices. 

 
More information at www.webuildgroup.com 

 

 
Contacts: 

Francesca Romana Chiarano                                                                                                                                                               
Webuild – Senior Manager - Relazioni con i Media    
Tel. +39 02 444 22147          
email: f.chiarano@webuildgroup.com        

Micaela Montecucco 
Responsabile Comunicazione Nuova Diga di Genova – PerGenova Breakwater 
Tel. +39 331 683 3169 
email: m.montecucco@pergenovabw.it 
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