
 

PRESS NOTE 

WEBUILD CELEBRATES MILESTONE ON NAPLES–BARI HS/HC RAIL LINE: 
NAPLES–CANCELLO SECTION BECOMES OPERATIONAL, 

DIRECT CONNECTIONS BETWEEN CAMPANIA AND PUGLIA ESTABLISHED 

LINE CONNECTED TO NATIONAL HS NETWORK, 
REDUCED TRAVEL TIMES FOR THE BENEFIT OF OVER 5 MILLION PEOPLE 
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• Naples–Cancello section a strategic segment connecting Naples–Bari line to Afragola 
Station, with 15.6 km of new tracks, 4 viaducts, and Casalnuovo Tunnel, first in Italy to be 
excavated in a hyperbaric environment 

• As of today, travel between Bari and Naples reduced to 3.5 hours, while Naples and Lecce 
connected in 5 hours 

• Naples–Bari high-speed/high-capacity rail line a key project for Southern Italy: Webuild 
working on 4 sections, part of 21 projects Group carrying out in region, employing 10,200 
people 
 

MILAN, July 1st, 2026 – Mobility in Southern Italy is today taking a step forward: the Naples–Cancello 
section – the first segment of the Naples–Bari high-speed/high-capacity rail line built by Webuild for RFI (FS 
Italiane Group), has officially come into service. This milestone marks a significant improvement in the 
efficiency of the entire rail corridor as it connects the regular Naples–Bari rail service to the national high-
speed network via the Afragola station. More than five million people in the region stand to benefit from the 
reduction in travel times that will result from this connection.  

As a result of the Naples–Cancello segment becoming operational, Trenitalia is introducing a new direct 
Naples–Lecce service from today, connecting the two cities in about 5 hours without any transfers. Meantime, 
the travel time between Naples and Bari is reduced to about three and a half hours. This marks a first 
significant step forward in establishing more efficient connections along the Adriatic–Tyrrhenian corridor. 



 

Once completed, it will reduce the travel time between Naples and Bari to just two hours and strengthen the 
South’s role in European transport corridors. 

 The 15.6-kilometre Naples–Cancello section runs through a densely populated urban area in the Naples 
metropolitan region, serving as a hub for metropolitan, regional, and long-distance rail connections. In fact, 
this section provides direct access for the Naples–Bari line to the Naples–Afragola station, which is set to 
become the new “Gateway to the South” toward the Turin–Milan–Rome–Salerno corridor. This role as an 
intermodal hub will be further enhanced by the future Line 10 of the Naples Metro, whose construction has 
been entrusted to a consortium led by Webuild, thereby completing the integration between the regional 
network and the national high-speed rail system.   

With the opening of this section, the new Acerra station also begins operations, improving access to the 
national high-speed network. Road infrastructure has also been enhanced, with the construction of 12 road 
connections and the elimination of level crossings along the historic line. The Naples–Cancello project, from 
a technical standpoint, required, among other things, the laying of over 60 km of rails, 182,000 tons of crushed 
stone, and approximately 65,000 railroad ties, as well as the construction of four viaducts with a total length 
of about 4 kilometres, which allowed the line to cross over major local thoroughfares and minimize the impact 
on a densely populated area. The main engineering challenge of the project was the Casalnuovo Tunnel: 
approximately 650 metres were constructed by Webuild using the hyperbaric excavation technique, the first 
instance of its use in Italy and one of the few applications in Europe in the field of tunnel construction in the 
presence of an aquifer.  

The Naples–Bari high-speed/high-capacity rail line, part of the Scandinavian-Mediterranean Corridor of 
the TEN-T network, is one of the major infrastructure projects underway in Italy. It represents a key 
component in improving sustainable mobility in Southern Italy. In total, the future line will consist of 145 
kilometres of new track, with 15 tunnels and 25 viaducts. It will serve 32 municipalities with 20 stations and 
stops along the route.  

The Webuild Group, as part of this strategic plan, is working on four lots of the Naples–Bari high-
speed/high-capacity rail line: Naples–Cancello, Apice–Hirpinia, Hirpinia–Orsara, and Orsara–Bovino. They are 
part of the 21 projects that the Group is carrying out in Southern Italy with a total awarded value of over €16 
billion. This industrial commitment translates into significant employment, with 10,200 people directly and 
indirectly employed, with a supply chain comprising 7,500 companies since the works began.  

*** 

Webuild is a global leader in the construction of large, complex infrastructure, with a focus on sustainable mobility, hydropower, water 
treatment and supply, and green buildings. It has long been recognised as the world’s top contractor in the water infrastructure sector. 
Active in approximately 50 countries, the Group employs some 95,000 people directly and indirectly of over 125 nationalities. With 
120 years of history and over 3,700 completed projects, Webuild boasts a track record that includes 13,686 kilometres of railways, 
895 kilometres of metros, 82,708 kilometres of roads and highways, 1,023 kilometres of bridges and viaducts, 3,466 kilometres of 
tunnels, and 320 dams and hydropower plants. Among its most iconic delivered projects are the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, 
the expansion of the Panama Canal, the Long Beach International Gateway in the United States, the Second Bosphorus Bridge in 
Turkey, the Riachuelo environmental restoration system in Argentina, and new metro lines in cities such as Copenhagen, Paris, Rome, 
Milan, Naples, Doha, Thessaloniki, and Riyadh. Among those under construction are strategic public works in Italy, such as the New 
Genoa Breakwater, the Brenner Base Tunnel, the Pedemontana Lombarda Highway, Rome Metro’s Line C, sections of high-speed 
and/or high-capacity railways between Genoa and Milan, Verona and Padua, Naples and Bari, and Palermo, Catania and Messina. 
Abroad, there is the Snowy 2.0 hydropower scheme in Australia and key sections of the Grand Paris Express in France. As of December 
31, 2025, the Group reported total revenues of €13.6 billion and a total order backlog of €58.4 billion, with over 95% of the construction 
backlog aligned with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. Webuild is headquartered in Italy and subject to the direction 
and coordination of Salini Costruttori S.p.A. Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (WBD; WBD.MI; WBD:IM), its stock is included in the 
MIB ESG index of Italy’s leading blue-chip companies for ESG practices. 
 

 



 

For more information, visit www.webuildgroup.com 
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