
 

 

PRESS NOTE 

WEBUILD: WORK PROGRESSES ON SALERNO–REGGIO CALABRIA HS/HC RAIL LINE 

TBM “LEUCOSIA”, ONE OF LARGEST IN EUROPE, HAS COMPLETED SERRA LUNGA TUNNEL  
WITH EXCAVATION OF SICIGNANO TUNNEL BEGINNING WITH TBM “MIREILLE” 

 
Credits Consorzio Xenia 

 
• Leucosia, with a cutterhead measuring more than 13 metres in diametre, reflects Webuild’s 

engineering excellence, while a new journey begins for refurbished TBM Mireille. 
• On Lot 1A, excavation has also started on two cut-and-cover tunnels and the Cerreta natural 

tunnel, while work on viaducts continue 
• More than 2,000 people are at work, supported by a supply chain of over 1,300 companies in 

delivering strategic projects commissioned by Rete Ferroviaria Italiana to improve connection 
between Southern and Northern Italy 
 

MILAN, August 10, 2026 – A new milestone has been achieved on the Salerno–Reggio Calabria high-
speed/high-capacity rail project: on Lot 1A Battipaglia–Romagnano, excavation of the Serra Lunga tunnel has 
been completed, while excavation of the Sicignano tunnel has begun. It marks another step in the 
construction of 35 kilometres of railway in the Province of Salerno, where works are being carried out by the 
consortium led by Webuild on behalf of Rete Ferroviaria Italiana (FS Italiane Group). 

This latest development features Leucosia and Mireille, two of the most advanced tunnel-boring machines 
(TBMs) operating for the Group in Europe. They reflect the engineering and construction expertise deployed 
by Webuild to deliver infrastructure commissioned by RFI that will transform rail travel across Southern Italy. 

Serra Lunga is the second tunnel completed on Lot 1A, following Caterina, the first of the eight natural 
tunnels to be excavated using four TBMs. Caterina was completed by TBM Mireille, which had previously 



 

been deployed on Line 16 of the Grand Paris Express in France and subsequently refurbished by Webuild at 
its Terni facility. The facility was established to give these machines a new life in line with circular economy 
principles. After being relocated by approximately 400 metres, Mireille reached the entrance of the future 
Sicignano tunnel, where it has embarked on a new journey of more than 2.5 kilometres through the hills of 
the Sele Valley, between the municipalities of Buccino and Sicignano degli Alburni. 

Meanwhile, between Eboli and Campagna, excavation of the 800-metre Serra Lunga tunnel, completed in 
recent days, was carried out by Leucosia. One of three giant TBMs operating simultaneously on the project, 
Leucosia features a cutterhead more than 13 metres in diameter. It is among the largest mechanical 
excavators in operation by Webuild in Europe. Its name, like those of the other TBMs on site, pays tribute to 
the mythological Sirens of the Gulf of Salerno. Working in a challenging geological environment characterised 
by highly variable ground conditions, Leucosia achieved peak excavation rates of around 15 metres per day. 
The giant machine also completed the tunnel’s final lining by installing more than 2,900 precast segments, 
thanks to the work of over 100 specialised technicians operating on 24/7 shifts in full compliance with the 
highest safety standards. 

Having completed the Serra Lunga breakthrough, Leucosia will be relocated over a viaduct in the coming 
months in order to reach the next excavation front: the Acerra tunnel (224 metres). It will subsequently 
excavate the 1.2-kilometre-long Petrolla tunnel, which will be connected to Acerra by a railway viaduct. Work 
is also progressing on Lot 1A with the other two giant TBMs: Partenope is excavating of the Saginara tunnel, 
which at 3 kilometres long represents one of the most demanding challenges along the route. Ligea is 
excavating the 2.2-kilometre-long Piano Grasso tunnel before embarking on the 1.5-kilometre-long Contursi 
tunnel. The two tunnels will be connected by viaducts over which the trains will pass. 

Other construction activities on Lot 1A of the Salerno–Reggio Calabria high-speed/high-capacity rail line 
are progressing at a sustained pace, as the project enters its most complex and challenging implementation 
phase. Installation of the steel deck for the viaduct that will allow Leucosia to reach the Acerra tunnel has 
been completed, involving a total weight of more than 800 tonnes. Activities have also been concluded on 
another viaduct for the TBM’s subsequent relocation to the Petrolla tunnel, including the installation of a 
major steel deck weighing more than 1,300 tonnes. Excavation has started on two of the eight cut-and-cover 
tunnels included in the project, each approximately 1.3 kilometres long. They are being done using the Milan 
Method, while excavation is underway on the 450-metre-long Cerreta natural tunnel, using conventional 
methods. 

Lot 1A, whose works have been entrusted to a consortium led by Webuild and including FS Rail 
Construction, Ghella and Tunnel Pro, involves the construction of 20 tunnels and 19 viaducts. The project 
employs more than 2,000 people and relies on a supply chain of over 1,300 direct and indirect suppliers, 
around 80 percent of which are local companies. The project is contributing to job creation, skills 
development and the enhancement of the local productive fabric. 

The intervention forms part of the broader project for the construction of the Salerno–Reggio Calabria 
line, a key section of the Scandinavian-Mediterranean Corridor within the Trans-European Transport Network 
(TEN-T). It is one of the 21 projects being developed by Webuild in Southern Italy, representing a total value 
of more than €16 billion. They provide employment for a combined total of 10,300 people, both directly and 
indirectly, with 8,000 companies involved since the start of the works. 

*** 

Webuild is a global leader in the construction of large, complex infrastructure, with a focus on sustainable mobility, hydropower, 
water treatment and supply, and green buildings. It has long been recognised as the world’s top contractor in the water infrastructure 
sector. Active in approximately 50 countries, the Group employs some 95,000 people directly and indirectly of over 125 nationalities. 
Webuild is a global leader in the construction of large, complex infrastructure for sustainable mobility, hydropower, water and 
wastewater treatment and management, and green buildings. Recognised for years as the world’s leading contractor in the water 



 

infrastructure sector, the Group helps deliver projects that transform communities and regions, creating lasting social, economic, and 
environmental value. Active in approximately 50 countries with a workforce of more than 85,000 people, direct and indirect, Webuild 
boasts more than 120 years of history and over 3,700 completed projects. Its track record includes 13,686 kilometres of railways, 895 
kilometres of metros, 82,708 kilometres of roads and highways, 1,023 kilometres of bridges and viaducts, 3,466 kilometres of tunnels, 
and 320 dams and hydropower plants. Webuild has delivered some of the world’s most iconic projects, including the Grand Ethiopian 
Renaissance Dam, the expansion of the Panama Canal, the Long Beach International Gateway in the United States, the Second Bridge 
over the Bosphorus in Turkey, and the Riachuelo environmental restoration system in Argentina. It has also contributed to the 
development of advanced urban mobility systems in major cities, including Copenhagen, Paris, Rome, Milan, Naples, Doha, 
Thessaloniki, and Riyadh. Today, Webuild is engaged in the construction of some of the most strategic infrastructure projects in Italy 
and elsewhere, such as the New Genoa Breakwater, the Brenner Base Tunnel, the Pedemontana Lombarda Highway, Rome Metro’s 
Line C, and sections of the Genoa–Milan, Verona–Padua and Naples–Bari high-speed/high-capacity railways. It is also involved in the 
Snowy 2.0 hydropower scheme in Australia, key sections of the Grand Paris Express in France, and the expansion of the Riyadh Metro 
in Saudi Arabia. As of December 31, 2025, Webuild reported total revenues of €13.6 billion. As of June 30, 2026, its total order backlog 
amounted to €53.7 billion, with more than 95% of its construction backlog related to projects aligned with the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals. Headquartered in Italy and subject to the direction and coordination of Salini Costruttori S.p.A., 
Webuild is listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (WBD; WBD.MI; WBD:IM). 
 

For more information, visit www.webuildgroup.com 
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Francesca Romana Chiarano                                                                 Francesco Squitieri                                                                                 
Senior Manager - Media Relations                                                      Communications Manager (Campania, Calabria, Puglia) 
Tel. +39 02 444 22147                Phone: +39 335.5494594    
Email: f.chiarano@webuildgroup.com               Email: f.squitieri@webuildgroup.com 
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