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PRESS NOTE 

 
LANE (WEBUILD GROUP) COMPLETES SHIP CANAL WATER QUALITY PROJECT TUNNEL IN 

SEATTLE TO PROTECT LOCAL AQUATIC ECOSYSTEMS 
 

MILAN, October 14, 2026 – Lane, the U.S. subsidiary of the Webuild Group, has completed the Ship Canal 
Water Quality Project in Washington State. The project features a large underground storage tunnel to 
reduce significantly polluted stormwater and untreated sewage that enters the Lake Washington Ship Canal, 
Salmon Bay and Lake Union. 

Commissioned by Seattle Public Utilities through a partnership between the City of Seattle and King 
County, the $255-million project represents a critical investment in protecting regional waterways and 
safeguarding public health. 

In several historic Seattle neighborhoods—including Ballard, Fremont, Wallingford, and Queen Anne—
stormwater and sewage share a single pipe system. While efficient during dry weather, heavy rainfall can 
overwhelm capacity, leading to combined sewer overflows (CSOs) of stormwater and wastewater into local 
water bodies. The new tunnel, measuring 2.7 miles (4.3 kilometres) in length and 18 feet 10 inches (5.7 
metres) in internal diametre, addresses this challenge by capturing and temporarily storing more than 29.6 
million gallons (112 million litres) of excess flow during storm events. Once storm conditions subside, the 
stored water is conveyed to a treatment facility for proper processing. 

The tunnel delivers vital environmental and community benefits by preventing up to 75 million gallons 
(284 million litres) of polluted stormwater and sewage from entering local waterways annually, improving 
water quality for aquatic ecosystems and wildlife habitats, and enhancing urban resilience against 
increasingly frequent and severe storm events. 

Tunnel excavation was carried out using a 20-foot-diametre tunnel-boring Machine (TBM) named 
"MudHoney" that ensured precise and efficient operation beneath the urban landscape. 

The completion of the Ship Canal Water Quality Project underscores the extensive underground 
tunneling expertise of Webuild and Lane in the United States, backed by a track record of more than 100 
miles (160 kilometres) of tunnels and over 200 projects executed across major metropolitan centres including 
New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Las Vegas, Washington, D.C., Cleveland, Portland, and Dallas. Current U.S. 
tunneling projects include the Ohio River Tunnel in Pennsylvania and the Palisades Tunnel in New Jersey. 

*** 
Webuild is a global leader in the construction of large, complex infrastructure for sustainable mobility, hydropower, water and 
wastewater treatment and management, and green buildings. Its primacy is reflected in the 2026 rankings of trade publication 
Engineering News-Record (ENR), which confirmed its leadership in the water sector and placed it among the top 10 global contractors 
in transportation. Webuild helps deliver projects that transform communities and regions, creating lasting social, economic, and 
environmental value. Active in approximately 50 countries with a workforce of more than 85,000 people, direct and indirect, Webuild 
boasts more than 120 years of history and over 3,700 completed projects. Its track record includes 13,686 kilometres of railways, 895 
kilometres of metros, 82,708 kilometres of roads and highways, 1,023 kilometres of bridges and viaducts, 3,466 kilometres of tunnels, 
and 320 dams and hydropower plants. Webuild has delivered some of the world’s most iconic projects, including the Grand Ethiopian 
Renaissance Dam, the expansion of the Panama Canal, the Long Beach International Gateway in the United States, the Second Bridge 
over the Bosphorus in Turkey, and the Riachuelo environmental restoration system in Argentina. It has also contributed to the 
development of advanced urban mobility systems in major cities, including Copenhagen, Paris, Rome, Milan, Naples, Doha, 
Thessaloniki, and Riyadh. Today, Webuild is engaged in the construction of some of the most strategic infrastructure projects in Italy 
and elsewhere, such as the New Genoa Breakwater, the Brenner Base Tunnel, the Pedemontana Lombarda Highway, Rome Metro’s 
Line C, and sections of the Genoa–Milan, Verona–Padua and Naples–Bari high-speed/high-capacity railways, as well as the Palermo–
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Catania–Messina line. It is also involved in the Snowy 2.0 hydropower scheme in Australia, key sections of the Grand Paris Express in 
France, and the expansion of the Riyadh Metro in Saudi Arabia. As of December 31, 2025, Webuild reported total revenues of €13.6 
billion. As of June 30, 2026, its total order backlog amounted to €53.7 billion, with more than 95% of its construction backlog related 
to projects aligned with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. Headquartered in Italy and subject to the direction and 
coordination of Salini Costruttori S.p.A., Webuild is listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (WBD; WBD.MI; WBD:IM). 
 

Further information at www.webuildgroup.com 
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