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PRESS NOTE 

WEBUILD: TECHNOLOGY FOR TERZO VALICO DEI GIOVI-GENOA JUNCTION PROJECT 
HONOURED AT 2026 ITA TUNNELLING AWARDS 

 

INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION FOR INNOVATIVE SOLUTION DEVELOPED BY WEBUILD FOR ONE 
OF EUROPE’S MOST COMPLEX GEOTECHNICAL CHALLENGES  

 

• Technical Innovation of the Year award for semi-automatic ribs developed for Terzo Valico 
dei Giovi–Genoa Junction project 

• Safety, technology and automation at service of major underground project in highly 
complex geological context 

• Award presented by International Tunnelling and Underground Space Association (ITA-
AITES) confirms Webuild’s ability to transform on-site experience into industrial innovation 
that can be exported internationally 

 

MILAN, November 5, 2026 – Webuild has won the 2026 ITA Tunnelling Award in the Technical Innovation 
of the Year category for the Terzo Valico dei Giovi–Genoa Junction project. It received the award from the 
International Tunnelling and Underground Space Association (ITA-AITES) in recognition of the engineering 
excellence and technological innovation the Group has deployed during the construction of one of Europe’s 
most complex railway infrastructure projects. 

The award recognises the Automated Primary Supports for Tunnelling Under Tectonic Stresses and Severe 
Squeezing: Design and Implementation at Terzo Valico dei Giovi,” a solution that involved installing inverted 
arched steel ribs along tunnel walls. The ribs were designed for the complex geological conditions of the 
project—a strategic railway that will enhance rail connections between Northern Italy and northern Europe. 

This innovation stems from Webuild’s experience gained during the excavation of the tunnels in this 
unique geotechnical context. The convergence of the Alps and Apennines in the area where the railway is to 
pass caused high levels of tectonic and asymmetric stress, leading to significant ground deformation during 
the excavation. It occurred at considerable distances from the tunnel face and placed stress on the tunnel 
support structures. In this particularly challenging situation, Webuild developed a new approach to managing 
primary tunnel supports: a solution that combined safety, automation and engineering. 

The ribs, or arches — structural elements essential for stabilising the tunnel walls during the early stage of 
the excavation — were installed using a semi-automatic system that sped up and streamlined various phases 
of the handling, positioning and installation of these components. In this way, the Group was able to 
overcome technical and geo-mechanical challenges, and ensured maximum safety for its workers. By 
combining the semi-automatic ribs with the operational procedures, the system enhanced operational 
control, improved the precision of its execution and reduced workers’ exposure to risk during the most 
delicate stages of the job. This is an example of how automation does not replace workers but complements 
their work by providing technological tools that improve control over activities and safety conditions. 

The technology was developed by Webuild and specialised technology and industrial partners within the 
framework of an open innovation model that combined engineering and design expertise, applied research, 
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and construction experience. The approach allowed for the development of high-tech solutions for a 
challenging construction site, creating value for the infrastructure sector. 

The award confirms Webuild’s position among the leading international operators in the underground 
construction sector and its ability to translate technological research into actual solutions for the construction 
of major underground projects, with workers’ safety at the centre of every process. 

*** 

Webuild is a global leader in the construction of large, complex infrastructure for sustainable mobility, hydropower, water and 
wastewater treatment and management, and green buildings. Its primacy is reflected in the 2026 rankings of trade publication 
Engineering News-Record (ENR), which confirmed its leadership in the water sector and placed it among the top 10 global contractors 
in transportation. Webuild helps deliver projects that transform communities and regions, creating lasting social, economic, and 
environmental value. Active in approximately 50 countries with a workforce of more than 85,000 people, direct and indirect, Webuild 
boasts more than 120 years of history and over 3,700 completed projects. Its track record includes 13,686 kilometres of railways, 895 
kilometres of metros, 82,708 kilometres of roads and highways, 1,023 kilometres of bridges and viaducts, 3,466 kilometres of tunnels, 
and 320 dams and hydropower plants. Webuild has delivered some of the world’s most iconic projects, including the Grand Ethiopian 
Renaissance Dam, the expansion of the Panama Canal, the Long Beach International Gateway in the United States, the Second Bridge 
over the Bosphorus in Turkey, and the Riachuelo environmental restoration system in Argentina. It has also contributed to the 
development of advanced urban mobility systems in major cities, including Copenhagen, Paris, Rome, Milan, Naples, Doha, 
Thessaloniki, and Riyadh. Today, Webuild is engaged in the construction of some of the most strategic infrastructure projects in Italy 
and elsewhere, such as the New Genoa Breakwater, the Brenner Base Tunnel, the Pedemontana Lombarda Highway, Rome Metro’s 
Line C, and sections of the Genoa–Milan, Verona–Padua and Naples–Bari high-speed/high-capacity railways, as well as the Palermo–
Catania–Messina line. It is also involved in the Snowy 2.0 hydropower scheme in Australia, key sections of the Grand Paris Express in 
France, and the expansion of the Riyadh Metro in Saudi Arabia. As of December 31, 2025, Webuild reported total revenues of €13.6 
billion. As of June 30, 2026, its total order backlog amounted to €53.7 billion, with more than 95% of its construction backlog related 
to projects aligned with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. Headquartered in Italy and subject to the direction and 
coordination of Salini Costruttori S.p.A., Webuild is listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (WBD; WBD.MI; WBD:IM). 
 

 
More information at www.webuildgroup.com 

 
 

 
Contacts: 

Francesca Romana Chiarano                                                                                                                                                               
Webuild – Senior Manager - Relazioni con i Media    
Tel. +39 02 444 22147          
email: f.chiarano@webuildgroup.com       

Micaela Montecucco 
Responsabile Comunicazione Progetto Terzo Valico – Nodo di Genova 
Tel. +39 331 683 3169 
email: micaela.montecucco@cociv.it 

 

 

http://www.webuildgroup.com/
mailto:f.chiarano@webuildgroup.com
https://www.facebook.com/WebuildGroupOfficial/
https://twitter.com/Webuild_Group
https://www.webuildvalue.com/it/index.html
https://www.linkedin.com/company/salini-impregilo
https://www.youtube.com/user/SaliniImpregilo
https://instagram.com/salini_impregilo/

	More information at www.webuildgroup.com
	Contacts:
	Francesca Romana Chiarano
	Webuild – Senior Manager - Relazioni con i Media
	Tel. +39 02 444 22147

